Western Michigan University

ScholarWorks at WMU
Master's Theses

Graduate College

8-1967

Ideological Orientations of the New Left
John Henry Dinse
Western Michigan University

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses
Part of the Political Science Commons

Recommended Citation
Dinse, John Henry, "Ideological Orientations of the New Left" (1967). Master's Theses. 3239.
https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/masters_theses/3239

This Masters Thesis-Open Access is brought to you for
free and open access by the Graduate College at
ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for inclusion
in Master's Theses by an authorized administrator of
ScholarWorks at WMU. For more information, please
contact wmu-scholarworks@wmich.edu.

IDEOLOGICAL ORIENTATIONS OF THE NEW LEFT

C

J ohn Dinse

A Thesis
Submitted to the
Faculty of the School of Graduate
Studies in partial fulfillment
of the
Degree of Master of Arts

Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo, Michigan
August, I967

R ep ro d u ced with p erm ission o f the copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without p erm ission.

MASTER'S THESIS

M-1389

DINSE, John Henry
IDEOLOGICAL ORIENTATIONS OF THE NEW LEFT.
Western Michigan U niversity, M.A., 1967
P olitical Science, general

University Microfilms, Inc., Ann Arbor, Michigan

R ep ro d u ced with p erm ission o f the copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout p erm ission.

TABLE OF CONTENTS

CHAPTER
I

II

PAGE
INTRODUCTION .

.....................................

ORIGINS OF THE NEW L E F T .......................
The Historical Context ......................

III

6
7..

7

The Intellectual Foundations ......................

13

THE EXISTENTIAL NEW LEFT:

SNCC, SDS, AND FSM

....

26

...

26

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee
Students for a Democratic S o c i e t y ...........

IV

1

38

The Free Speech Movement . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

60

Chapter Conclusion . . . . . . .

69

THE MARXIST NEW LEFT:

..................

THE DUBOIS CLUBS, PL, AND YSA .

The W.E.B. DuBois Clubs of A m e r i c a ...........

72

The Progressive Labor P a r t y ..........
The Young Socialist A l l i a n c e .................

V

CONCLUSION.....................................

72

78
86

92

Comparison of Key Categories ......................

92

A Speculative Conclusion to the Conclusion ........

99

BIBLIOGRAPHY ........................................

R ep ro d u ced with p erm ission o f the copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without p erm ission.

102

INTRODUCTION

I

The term New Left usually means a social movement composed of
three or six youth organizations, depending upon the predilections of
the observer.

Always included are Students for a Democratic Society

(SDS) the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) and the
Free Speech Movement (FSM). A broader view of the New Left as a
movement encompasses not only the above three groups but also the
Progressive Labor Party (PL) the W. E. B. Dubois Clubs of America,
and the Young Socialists Alliance (YSA).

Because there is some debate

as to whether PL, the Dubois Clubs and YSA ought to be considered a
part of the New Left, it is best here to justify the broader view
which the thesis will take.
The reasons most often given for excluding the above three are
both intellectual and political.

The primary intellectual reason

arises out of the conviction that the New Left is characterized by
an existential humanistic strain in its thought.

Thus, because PL,

the Dubois Clubs, and YSA are Marxist groups, they ought not be in
cluded.

For example, Newfield in his book on the New Left, A

Prophetic Minority, calls the Marxist three the "hereditary left,M
contending that their antecedents are in the thirties.^

The

political reasons for exclusion center around fear that inclusion

*Jaek Newfield, A Prophetic Minority. New York:

Signet, 1965, p.109.
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will lead to red-baiting of the New Left and hence, its possible
destruction.

Such fears are not apparent among the New Leftists

themselves but among right wing social democrats (evolutionary
socialists) e.g., Bayard Rustin, Irving Howe, and Michael Harrington,
who hope to coopt SDS and SNCC in their drive to move the Democratic
Party to the left.

Another obvious political reason is the un

reasoning anti-Communism of social democrats.
My own feeling is that the narrow view of the New Left held by
the social democrats and others leaves much to be desired.

Envision

ing the New Left as a two wing movement, one which can be called
existential, the other Marxist, is more satisfactory for several
reasons.

For one thing, activists of all six groups generally

perceive the New Left as a movement composed of all six.

This sense

of community is extremely important, arising out of shared back
ground (alienated middle class) experience^ and dialogue.^
more, as Jacobs and Landau point out, ” . . .

Further

these new Marxist

groups are also children of the spirit found among the new radicals
in the sixties; like those who joined SNCC and SDS, the young
Marxists are also members of the sit-in generation, proudly defying

^E.G., joint efforts in direct action such as SDS participation
in the PL sponsored May 2, Movement against the war in Vietnam or
the participation of Marxist groups in the Berkely revolt led by
FSM.
■^E.g., the Dubois Clubs requesting "existentially oriented”
writings for its magazine Insurgent, or the heavy attention given
to Marxism in SDS1 Radical Education Project.
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authority."

h,

Finally, non Marxist SNCC, SDS, and FSM have refused to

deny membership to Communists and have all taken stands of "antianti -Communism."

The latter is a crucial characteristic of the Move

ment as a whole.

In sum, the cross fertilization of ideological

thinking resulting from the above factors is too great to ignore.
However, the point must be stressed that there are indeed two
wings in the movement and that SDS, SNCC, and FSM more clearly and
purely manifest what has come to be recognized as New Left thought.
Accordingly, these three will be given greater emphasis.

II

The concept of ideology employed in the thesis relies heavily
on a view of ideology as a response to cultural disorientation.
Ideology provides a "template of reality" for adherents who, in
varying degrees, reject accepted theories of society.

Thus, ideology

is a type of metaphsical knowledge which provides a view of the world,
and in doing so, orients the believer.
composed of three dimensions:

Ideological knowledge is

a view of society either apologetic

or critical; an architectonic vision of what society ought to be; and,
a plan or means for realizing the good society.
It should be noted that to view ideology as a special type of
knowledge does not preclude the more popular conceptions of ideology
as creator of individual identity and social solidarity, and promoter

York:

^Paul Jacobs and Saul Landau (Edd.), The New Radicals. New
Vintage, 1966, p. 43.
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of interest.
levels.

Ideology does serve these functions but on different

It is first a response to disorientation, the other functions

follow.
In order to be more explicit, the term ideological orientation
will predominately be employed throughout instead of ideology.

The

latter conjures up images of 19th century grand theories and is there
fore too comprehensive to apply to New Left patterns of thought.
Ideological orientation is narrower, meaning a set of ideas mani
festing the dimensions of ideological knowledge.

Ill

In pursuing research for the thesis, effort was directed
toward determining the extent of common ideological thinking among
the six groups of the New Left.

In approaching the Movement from

this perspective, it was discovered that there exists no set ideo
logical orientations agreed upon and comprehensive enough to serve
as an ’’ideology of the New Left."

The explanatory strategy followed

therefore lays primary emphasis upon examination of each group
individually.
However, because there are instances of parallel ideological
thinking and themes throughout the Movement, an attempt is made to
bring into relief ideological commonality where it exists.
The literary structure of the thesis is patterned largely after
the foregoing.

There is a section "The Existential New Left" which

examines SNCC, SDS, and FSM individually.

Another section, "The

Marxist New Left" does the same for PL, YSA, and the Dubois Clubs.
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A final section provides a comparative ideological analysis of the
key aspects of New Left thought.

A section describing the general

historical and intellectual origins of the New Left follows immidiately.
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ORIGINS OF THE NEW LEFT

The origins of New Left thought are based in the quest of mo
rally outraged middle class youth to develop novel ideological
orientations to explain, change, and provide a new vision of the
society from which they are alienated.

Accordingly, in tracing the

beginnings of the New Left, two key aspects must be examined, the
relevant characteristics of the historical epoch

in which New Left

ists live, and past thought which is responsive to present reality
in such a way as to provide sources of ideological orientations for
the Movement,
In adopting this approach to the origins of the New Left, an
implicit choice of values is made, namely to view New Left ideo
logical efforts as a valid response to the age rather than an
instance of irrational revolt.

The latter view is taken by a

majority of the social scientists who have given
New Left.

attention to the

Lipset, for example, renders a behavorial interpretation

which argues that New Leftists are caught up in the fears and doubts
caused by the transition from adolescence to adulthood and use the
Movement as a psychological outlet.*

New Left ideology therefore

originates among and appeals to the irrational, those who have
failed to adjust and become integrated members of American society.

Seymour Martin Lipset and Sheldon S. Wolin, The Berkeley
Student Revolt. New York: Anchor, 1965. p. 5.
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1 le view taken here denies the assumption that New Left ideo
logical orientations are intrinsically irrational.

New Leftists

see serious structural wrongs in U.S. society and respond to these
rationally through their thought which attempts to explain social
ills, to present ways of changing society for the better, and to
prescribe alternatives to existing social arrangements.

In other

words, New Left thought is orienting ideological knowledge, a
response to the perceived world.

At the same time, the Movement

does fulfill certain psychic needs.

It provides the activist a

world view, and perhaps just as important, gives him the sense of
being a part of a community which shares his view, feelings of
alienation, and altruistic motivations.

The Historical Context

The role of various aspects of reality is especially important
in the development of New Left thought.

In broad terras, the cruci

ally relevant elements of contemporary history, from the standpoint
of the New Left, are the lack of community in a bureaucratized
American Society, alienation among middle class youth, the atmosphere
created by the civil rights movement, contradictions between liberal
rhetoric, and reality, and the political vacuum in the American
left created by the Cold War.

I

From the time of the Greeks until relatively recently, vari
ations of the Greek ideal of community were sought as man's most
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noble end.

The vehicles through which community could be realized

were perceived to be, in progressing periods of history, a common
public philosophy, the church, the political order, and organization.
In the last two hundred years or so, community took on a democratic
cast, meaning a society of individuals sharing similar values who,
in concert, determine solutions to public issues.

The Political

order was seen as the originator and guardian of community in the
eighteenth and part of the nineteenth centuries.

However, during

the nineteenth century society eclipsed political community as a
primary ideal.

The latter!s relegation to a secondary goal was

witnessed by a concomitant rise of organization.

At first organi

zation was viewed as the new vehicle of community but the develop
ment of technology shaped organization to the rhythm of production.
Organization became a method for achieving functions rather than a
tool for molding community.

2

The implications of organization as method are strongly evi
denced at the present time.

The dominant assumption of organization

as now conceived is the irrationality of man.

The latter requires

patterns of activity, e.g., hierarchies and specialization of tasks,
designed to achieve rational ends.

To the individual this means a

world of dehumanization and elitism; he is viewed externally as

^The decline of ccmraunity as a primary ideal is traced in;
Sheldon S. Wolin, Politics and Vision. Boston; Little, I960,
pp. 352—^3^3
loc. eit., p. 382.
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a function or an interchangeable part who takes orders from above.
Community is relegated to mean internalization of organizational
norms and excessive groupism (cultural pluralism) is elevated as
a positive ideal.

However, the old ideal of community with its

emphasis upon a democracy of cooperating and deciding people,
remained as a reminder to obvious wrong— the present lack of
influence individuals have in making those decisions which affect
their lives.

II

A key development arising out of the age of organization is
the increasing superfluity of the middle class.

k

The latter has

gradually lost the power derived from its independent property base
and has become a "salariat."

To make matters worse, since the turn

of the century urbanization and industrialization, needed to meet
the demands of the new age, have advanced to the detriment of middle
class traditions of family, culture and religion.

Moreover, the

ideology of social science, which argues that government is the
province of experts, has all but supplanted the ideology of business.
The result of these trends has been a growing feeling of dispossession
among the middle class causing widespread alienation, despite the
high standard of living.

Christopher Lasch, The New Radicalism in America. New York:
Knopf, 1965, p. 33.
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III
It is within the context of middle class powerlessness and
alienation that the Brotm decision was made by the Supreme Court,
In ruling school segregation illegal, the Court sparked the begin
ning of the Negro civil rights movement.

The latter in turn cre

ated an atmosphere of moral outrage to which some alienated middle
class youth were receptive.
The striking fact about the early civil rights movement was
its apolitical character.

Because the leaders of the Negro com

munity in the South traditionally come from its dominant institution,
the church, Negro clergy played a decisive role in the early move
ment.

Indicative of this was the Montgomery bus boycott, led by

Martin Luther King.

King stressed throughout the Christian doctrines

of nonviolence, the Golden Rule, forgivance of enemies, and accept
ance of suffering for noble ends.

The crucial influence of Christian

thought gave the movement an overtone of simple morality which, among
other things, insulated it from red-baiting.

The traditional "bread

and butter" goals of oppressed people’s movements were largely trans
cended, and the intrinsically moral goal of human dignity for Negroes
-was sought instead.'*

IV

The practice of viewing segregation as a moral issue led to a

^Anthony Lewis, Portrait of a Decade. New York:

196^, p. 67.

Bantam,

“
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climate of increased awareness of other contradictions of American
liberalism.
were;

6

In the area of U.S. international relations these

American preachments of hope for an end to the Cold War in

face of rising outlays for war preparation; the Dullesian view of
Communism as a monolithic world movement in face of developing
polycentrism among the nations of the Communist bloc; American
abundance in the midst of wretched poverty among great masses of
people around the world; a view of Russian Communism as unchanging
in face of KhruschevJs thaw; and, the knack of dividing all areas of
the world into categories of "East" and ’West" when much of the
world, especially the underdeveloped portions, was attempting to
follow policies of neutrality.
scene were;

Evident contradictions on the domestic

rhetoric praising political rights and freedoms while

McCarthyist anti-Communism, which in effect saw anti-capitalism as
Communism, was widespread; great pride in the American standard of
living in face of one fifth to one third of the population illhoused, ill-clothed, and ill-fed; the ideals of equality in a
society permeated with racism; the notion of pluralist democracy
in face of a growing military-industrial complex.

And on uni

versity campuses, more talk amidst the blatant paternalism of in
loco parentis, curriculum distant and removed from a world in
revolution, abridgments of academic freedom, and the sterility of

^The following lists of contradictions are largely drawn from;
Tom Hayden, "A Letter to the New Left," in The New Student Left.
(Edd) Mitchell Cohen and Dennis Hale. Boston; Beacon, 1966,
pp. 2-3.
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student government

V

Although such contradictions were apparent, the Cold War cre
ated a situation in which it was difficult to exploit them.
left was decimated, a victim of McCarthy!sm.
ists decided to quit running in elections.

The

Norman Thomas'1social
The American Communist

Party was legally undermined, leaving it a melage of old timers and
FBI agents.

In general, those who had been previously active on

the left were caught between the poles of the Cold War disliking
both bureaucratic state Communism and bureaucratic welfare capitalism.
Mary "copped out" either by becoming right wing social democrats or
or apolitical culture critics.

The absence of a viable left oppo

sition signaled to some the "end of ideology."
In this politically arid milieu of the mid and late fifties,
college youth seemed least likely to move into the vacuum on the left
created by the Cold War.

They appeared unaffected by the moral atmos

phere created by the civil rights movement or by the evident contra
dictions in American society.

The organizational slots and secure

and privatized lives awaiting them were appealing.
scence prevailed on the campus.
Kerr when he siad:

In 1959, few disagreed with Clark

"The employers will love this generation.

aren't going to press many grievances.
handle.

A mood of aequi-

They

They are going to be easy to

There aren't going to be any riots.

7
Newfield, op. cit., p. 25.
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However, there were already signs of trouble for those who cared
to look.

Around campusus of large universities, and expecially in

sections of New York and San Francisco, were colonies of "beats,'1
alienated middle class youth who, seeing little challenge or premise
in the American "chrome plated paradise," withdrew from society.

In

the sixties, perhaps due to the new mood of action created by
Kennedy®s style, the negative alienation of the beats would blossom
into the positive and political activism of the New Left.

The Intellectual Foundations

The foundations of New Left ideological orientations are ex
tremely diverse.

The only obvious relationship among sources is

their applicability in New Leftists*s eyes to the task of providing
an ideological template responsive to the historical context de
scribed above.

Such sources can be conceived as a mainstream of

inspiration for the Movement as a whole which is fed by tributaries
of thought having less widespread acceptence.

Attention will- here

be focused upon the mainstream while later sections will provide
consideration of the tributaries.

I

Perhaps the single most influential figure in the development
of the New Left thought is C. Wright Mills.

8

1957 work. The Power Elite,

8

M ills, through his

provided an orienting view of the

C. Wright Mills, The Power Elite.

New York:

Galaxy, 1957.
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bureaucratized society upon which much of New Left ideological efforts
are based.
Mills posited a power structure at the head of which is a power
elite composed of the top bureaucrats in business, the military, and
government.

The elite makes the decisions which determine the drift

of American history.
The power sources of the elite are its composition as a compact
socio-psychological class and the top positions its members hold.
Among the common characteristics of the elite are wealth, celebrity,
psychology, and values.

These foster a common world view which makes

possible complementary decisions without explicit conspiracy.

Mills

documents the compactness of the elite with evidence of its inter
changeability among the command posts of the three giant bureau
cracies .
The power of the elite also results from certain structural
trends of this epoch, namely, the political vacuum in government
created by the Cold War, the ascendency of the military, and private
collectivization of the economy.

The political vacuum came about in

response to the absence of American institutions and traditions to
deal with the Cold War.

A void was created in the area of foreign

polity decision-making into which the elite moved.

The revolution in

war technology, the key role of giant corporations in providing
billions worth of material, and the monopoly of "top secret" inform
ation by certain sectors of the government bureaucracy enabled the
military, corporate leaders, and government bureaucrats to gain
effective control over America*s Cold War effort.

The elite*s
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pursuit of the Cold War results in a climate of anti-Comraunism which
does much to preclude the passage of domestic legislation detri
mental to elite power.

Abroad it means continued attempts at reso

lution of international problems by means of force.

Moreover, control

over defense spending allows the elite great say in the allocation
of societal wealth and power.

For example, massive defense spending

insures the continued vitality of the corporate economy and there
fore the political, social, and economic power of business in American
life.

One result of such pervasive influence is that the traditional

centers of power, the upper classes, elected officials, and leaders
of pressure groups must make or influence decisions within a context
of alternatives set by the elite.
As the elite concentrated power, other developments were occur
ring which produced an absence of linkage between the elite and the
individual in society.

Mass media no longer provide information upon

which countervailing influence can be mounted.

The middle class is

a salariat; this precludes it from being an independent, competing
source of power.

Finally, voluntary organizations, e.g., parties

and unions, have become mass organizations without effective linkage
between leadership and membership.
Mills concluded his theory by arguing, on the basis of the fore
going, that American society has been transformed into one composed
of elite and mass.
In summary, Mills contended that the elite is a self conscious
socio-psychological entity occupying the command posts of society.
That certain trends enabled it to gain effective control over foreign
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policy and this in turn enables it to decisively structure domestic
politics.

That traditional centers of power have thus been relegated

to middle levels of power.

That America is a mass society, there being

no linkage between the elite and the people.

The elite therefore

determines the drift of American history and the life condition of
the individual.
The second key contribution of Mills came in i960 in a short
o
piece entitled "On the New Left."

In this Mills stressed the in

applicability of the Marxist "labor metaphysic" and claimed that the
agencies of change were students and intellectuals.

He pointed to

the revolutionary potential of student action as evidenced through
out the world, and the motivating force of radical scholarship in
its capacity for translating personal problems into public issues.
In effect. Mills was saying that the embourgeoisment of the working
class did not sound the death knell of revolution.

His idea of

students and intellectual per se as new agencies did not gain long
term acceptance, but it did give students confidence in their ability
to act as levers of change which could motivate other sectors of
society to revolutionary action.
The influence of Mills* thinking on the New Left can hardly be
overestimated.

The theory of the power elite has gained wide acceptance

and has functioned in several ways as a template of reality upon
which strategies of change and visions of ideals are based.

Both

9
C. Wright Mills, "On the New Left," in Power. Politics and
People, (Ed) Irving Horowitz. New York: Ballantine, 19^3.
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the Marxist and existential wings of the Movement use variations of
Mills 8 theory as a premise.

The power elite has become the "power

structure," the "establishment," and the "ruling class," of their
ideological orientations.

II

As Mills provided a theory of the bureaucratized society,
existentialists were attempting to devise a philosophy for living
in it.
A fundamental premise of existentialism " . . .

is that exist

ence (the immediate living experience of the individual) takes
priority over essence (rational abstractions reflecting the laws,
properties, and relations of objective reality)."^

Thus, the human

universe is not one objective universe but innumerable subjective
universes, determined by diverse existences.

In terms of ethics,

this means that the individual conscience is the superior guide to
action.

For if there is no objective reality, there can be no valid

objective ethical system.

Existentialism therefore posits a humanism

which sees man at his noblest when he asserts his individual dignity,
when he transcends the authorities of the day and follows instead the
subjective dictates of personal morality.
For purposes here, existential humanism has two important impli
cations.

First, the believer tends to see life as a series of moral

10

George Novack (Ed.) Existentialism Versus Marxism. New York:
Delta, 1966, p. 10.
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choices for which he must have the commitment to follow his conscience
and thereby commit "the existential act of rebellion.”
freedom and responsibility are synonymous.

Secondly,

The individual is most

responsible when he himself chooses the image of man he wishes to
exemplify.
The influence of existentialism on the Movement is somewhat
difficult to assess.

As will, be shown in later sections, the exi

stential New Left has in some respects ideologized aspects of the
philosophy.

Activists of this wing also tend to rely on existent-

ially derived ideas for justification of radical activity in a less
than revolutionary situation.

For many activists, the traditional

ideological justification for such activity, that it will culminate
in drastic change, oftimes cannot function in the context of mid
twentieth century America whereas justification based upon commit
ment to act as the conscience dictates can.

Furthermore, the

emphasis upon individual morality appeals to the mood of middle class
alienation.

If it weren't for existentialism the despair of the

alienated might more often find expression in nihilism.

Finally,

in an age where accepted authority, political, religious, and

aca

demic is a source for most thought and action, the anti-authori
tarian tone of existentialism is appealing.

The importance of the

individual making his own decisions has become a central tenet of
New Left thought.

Even the Marxists, albeit to a lesser extent,

have weaved this existential theme into their socialist orientations.
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III

Marxism, like existentialism, has evident although uneven influ
ence throughout the Movement,

The Marxist New Left, as the label

indicates, relies heavily upon variations of Marxism in its ideolog
ical orientations.

The existential New Left has also incorporated

several Marxists ideas and assumptions into its thought.
In terms of credibility, Marxism has seen better days.

The

primary reasons for this are the apparent failings of Marxists prophe
cy in the American content:

capital is not diminishing; the pro

letariat (as Marx conceived it) is not growing; although business is
increasingly concentrated, it is also true that the number of small
producers feeding the large is growing; the law of concentration is
not,being realized in agriculture; and reform and trade unionism are
heading off increasing misery.

11

It will be evident as the paper

progresses that both wings of the Movement have got around the gap
between American reality and Marxist theory.

The Marxists have

generally tried to reinterpret Marxism to fit the American context,
while the existential wing has selectively employed Marxist concepts
still having validity.
Another circumstance which may impede Marxism is its use as an
ideology of justification for authoritarian socialism.
fault should not however be overemphasized.

This seeming

Individuals throughout

the New Left derive great inspiration from contemporary Marxist

11

Albert Camus, "The Failing of the Prophecy," in Novack, op. cit.,

p. 209.
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revolutionaries, e.g., Fidel Castro, Hugo Blanco, Ahmed Ben Balia,
Muharamed Babu, and the late Patrice Lumuba.
There are several Marxist or Marxist derived concepts shared
widely in the New Left.

One of these is the Trotskyist strategy

for radical change, left opposition.

The latter posits standing

outside the centers of power as an open opposition achieving short
term changes by the pressure of bold alternatives while simultaneously seeking roads to fundamental transformations.

12

The strategy

of left opposition is in marked contrast to the strategy of permeationism, trying to infiltrate or coalesce with the liberal es
tablishment in an attempt to move it to the left.

It should be noted

that these two approaches have a purity in theory seldom found in
reality.

Sometimes New Leftists will in the short run adopt perm-

eationist modes of action, e.g., electoral politics on behalf of the
Democratic Party.

But, in general, ideological orientations greatly

favor left opposition.

Secondly, the assumption of the Marxist ideal

of proletarian revolution, that it takes movements of masses of dis
satisfied people to achieve revolution, is widely accepted in the
New Left.

There are attempts to discover, a "new proletariat" of

"left outs" which could in combination be an effective agency of change.
Thirdly, the Marxist theory of the superstructure which sees all
social relations as determined by the arrangements of production, has
come to be employed in various ways.

12Hal Draper, Berkely:
Grove, 1965, p. 169.

For example, racism is seen as

the New Student Revolt.

New York:
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having an economic derivation, arising from the exploitation of
Negroes,

Such assumptions lead to widespread desire for some type

of planned economy balanced by individual consent.

Fourthly, the

emphasis of Marx's early work on the alienation of the worker from
the production process has been used for arguing the necessity of
organizing production with human needs, e.g., creativity, as well as
efficiency in mind.
nationalism.

Finally, the New Left shares Marx's aversion to

Humanity is seen as one community, transcending national

boundries, which should work in concert to solve human problems.

IV

There has been in America since the turn of the century a
tradition of cultural radicalism fostered and maintained by alien
ated middle class intellectuals.

Some of the figures in this

tradition have been Jane Addams, Randolph Bourne, Mabel Dodge Luhan,
Lincoln Steffens, and more recently Norman Mailer.

It would be in

correct to view the New Left as a part of this tradition but neverthe less, perhaps due to the common class base, the mentality and
ideas of cultural radicalism do have parallels in the Movement.
The basic assumption of cultural radicalism is the belief that
social problems are really cultural problems which can be solved
politically.

13

For example, the unhappiness of many women resulting

from the breakdown of the family was seen as rectifiable by gaining
female equality through political means, the feminist movement.

^ a s c h , op. cit., p. 310.
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The

belief of cultural radicals in politics as a panacea led them to
adopt certain ideas on how to change culture and thereby correct
social problems.

Among these was their realization that their lack

of numbers and influences as a small group outside society without a
culture of their own meant that they must have allies in their cause.
The allies they chose were people in the most oppressed sectors of
society, who like they, were powerless and marginal.

Underlying this

choice were two myths having great credibility among cultural radicals,
the myth of the noble savage and the myth that experience is su
perior to education.

The poor unlike the middle class were seen as

noble savages untouched by the evils of American civilization.

Further

more, their poverty allowed them to live honest, passionate lives, to
have a true communion with reality.

In short, the poor were exalted

and seen as ideal vehicles of cultural revolution.
Several assumptions and ideas of cultural radicalism have been
implicity adopted by the New Left.

The Marxist groups embrace revo

lution not only as proletarian revolution but also as cultural revo
lution.

In the existential wing, a cultural radical-like emphasis on

the depravity of middle class culture has led some to perceive not
only the poor as a potential agency of change but also the middle
class itself.
" ...

Mario Savio, FSM leader, illustrated this when he said

it (the movement) has room for the poverty of the suburban
Ih

housewife as well as the not greater poverty of Southern Negroes.1'

^ a r i o Savio, Jim Williams, William Spinard, Sidney Lens,
Michael Munk, Martin Glaberman, and Hal Draper, "The New Radicals:
an Exchange." New Politics. II, no. 4 (Winter, 1965) p. 1^.
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Secondly, the New Left's penchant for direct action over theoretical
discussion is reminiscent of the anti-intellectualism myth.

Finally,

identification with the poor and admiration for their potential as an
agency of change is widely manifested throughout the Movement.
However, unlike cultural radicals, New Leftists lay great stress
on "the issues," and the need for structural change.

They are less

prone to confuse the categories, social, cultural, economic, and
political.

Furthermore, the Movement has not embraced the poor so

totally as to exclude other sectors of the population as potential
agencies of change.

V

Up to now the primary thrust of the sources considered, Mills,
existentialism, Marxism, and cultural radicalism has been toward
the first two dimensions of ideology, orienting views of reality, and
strategies for change.

The lack of utopian ideals in the foundations

of New Left thought reflects the Movement's neglect in seeking an
architectonic vision of society.

Many New Leftists see Utopia as

the only or most important dimension of ideology and thus lament "the
need for an ideology."

Yet, there does seem to be general agreement

on certain ideals which have their origins in the thought of Erich
Fromm and the magazine, Studies on the Left.
The relevant aspects of Fromm's thought are in his attempt to
formulate a system of humanistic ethics to fit an age of high technological development.

15

^Erich Fromm, Man for Himself.

New York:

Rhinehart, 1957.
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According to Fromm, technological progress has led to a growth
in organization which represents a decrease in faith in man's reason.
The latter has meant a trend toward authoritarian ethics, norms based
upon the interests of the norm giver.
obedience to authority.

Good action has thus became

A major outgrowth of authoritarian ethics is

the marketing orientation, the belief that success is a function of the
individual's economic value on the labor market.

In societies employ

ing authoritarian ethics, technology is not used primarily to better
the human condition but rather to benefit authority.
In opposition to authoritarian ethics, Froanm posits a system of
humanistic ethics based upon reason and love.

Reason would dictate

the acceptance of norms which promote man's rather than men's welfare.
Love, which is innate in every human being, would provide the necessary
solidarity to carry out humanistic norms.

The productive orientation,

i.e., the belief that success is realization of individual potential,
would supplant the marketing orientation.

The adoption of humanistic

ethics would result in the use of technology explicitly to meet human
needs.
The New Left seems to have absorbed some of Fromm's emphasis
on the importance of the individual and the necessity of love.

"A

community based upon love,” in which each individual can realize
his own potential and determine his own destiny is the heavenly city
of many New Leftists.
The ideal that the individual should have the power to make or
appreciably influence the decisions affecting his life is called
participartory democracy, PD.

Although PD is similar in many ways to
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the Greek ideal of the polis, it seems to have been more immediately
derived from Studies on the Left. The main theme of many early
Studies articles was exploration of the implications of Mills theory
of the power elite.

In effect, a recurring question was, ”Given the

fact that America has become a mass society ruled by an elite, what
can be done to give the individual control over his own destiny?”
Diverse answers have been formulated throughout the New Left, but the
thrust of these is usually toward providing the individual with
control over the circumstances of his life.
Finally, mention must be made of socialism as an ideal.

Like

so many socialists throughout history, many Marxist New Leftists
believe socialism to be the solution to all evils.
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THE EXISTENTIAL NEW LEFT:

SNCC, SDS, AND FSM

The Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC)

SNCC initially grew out of the early clergy led Southern civil
rights movement of the fifties and the sit-in movement of the early
sixties.

The young Southern Negroes who organized SNCC in i960

believed that nonviolent direct action, e.g., sit-ins and freedom
rides, was the best way to conquer racism in the South.

Because

such activity was going on almost daily at that time, an organi
zation was needed to coordinate civil rights demonstrations.

It

was for this reason that SNCC was born.
Since its inception, SNCC has undergone four phases of ideol
ogical development.
action.

The initial phase stressed non-violent direct

Around 1962, the second phase began and was centered

around voter registration.
participatory democracy.

The third phase (1964-65) emphasized
The current thrust of SNCC ideological

orientations is toward black power.

I

In the first issue of The Student Voice, a SNCC bulletin, a
statement of principles was presented which in part read:

}fWe

affirm the philosophical or religious ideal of nonviolence as the
foundation of our purpose, the presupposition of our faith, and the
manner of our action.

Nonviolence as it grows from the Christian-
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Judaic tradition seeks a social order permeated with love."*

It is

clear that SNCC was heavily influenced by Martin Luther King’s
approach to racism.

One reason fir this was SNCC3s early composition,

religious middle class students from Southern Negro denominational
colleges.

So great was SNCC8s faith in the power of Christian love

that it was accepted that nonviolent direct action would awaken the
Southern conscience and cause repentence.

Thus, the initial con

ception of nonviolence was narrow, heavily Christian.

It was not

until later that SNCC8s conception of nonviolence broadened, en
compassing a set of alternatives from moral suasion to violence.
Few of the young religious Negroes had ever heard of Thoreau or Ghandi,
much less existentialism.
A second basic component of SNCC8s thought in this period was
American liberalism.

The liberal vision of integration— assimilation

of Negroes into the middle class mainstream— was accepted.
over, SNCC8s strategy was permeationist.

More

For although direct action

was essentially an effort at extrasystem politics, the goal was Negro
access to the political process so that conventional politics could
be pursued.
In sum, the SNCC of 1960-61 was a liberal Negro reform organi
zation heavily influenced by Christianity.

Its goals were rather

conventional, obtaining for Negroes in the South rights, freedsom,
and an increased share of American abundance.

For these reasons,

^"Statement of Purpose.88 Student Voice. I no. 1, (June, i960)
p. 2.
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there was little structural analysis which could lead to distinctive
ideological orientations.

SNCC was not yet ideologically a New Left

organization.

II

The second phase (1962-1964) laid the groundwork for later
significant changes in SNCC5s ideological viewpoint.
Jack Newfield writes of this period:

SNCC " . . .

However, as

still believed

that America if shamed with enough redemptive suffering would honor
O
its century old pledge of equality for the black man."

Accordingly,

SNCCfs faith in liberalism was maintained and the strategy of permeationism continued.

However, there was a moving away from direct

action tactics and an increased emphasis on voter registration.

The

idea was of course to obtain the vote for Black Belt Negroes with
the plan of using it as a vehicle of access to the political system.
Once this was accomplished, Negro demands would be met.
During the voter registration period, developments were occur
ring within SNCC and its environment which would later culminate in
a rejection of liberalism.

For one thing, the type of individuals

who carried on SNCC’s program changed ft cm rather "square" religious
students to existentially oriented "nonviolent guerillas."

The new

SNCC staffers were well educated, often brilliant, students from the
North who saw the Movement as a way of life to be pursued the year

^Newfield, op. cit., p. 72.
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around.

They were more prone to look beyond the one dimensional view

of racism and relate the latter to other social problems of American
life.

This tendency toward structural analysis resulted in an in

creasing disallusionment with liberalism.

For example, a great deal

of concern was expressed over the fact that industry in the South,
which adapted to the Southern Way of Life, was often financed by
the liberal North.

A second key development was the federal govern

m e n t repeated denials of SNCC's pleas for help.

Almost daily,

SNCC staff and those it was attempting to register were victims of
injustice.

Innumberable beatings and several killings occurred,

and Southern law enforcement consistently denied SNCC due process of
law.

The Justice Department was aware of these occurrences, but

failed with few exceptions to take substantial action.

SNCC began

to doubt the sincerity of Washington’s civil rights rhetoric.
The upshot of these trends, the creation of a militant pro
fessional staff living in the violent milieu of the South, and the
reluctance of the federal government to guard the constitutional rights
of the activists, led SNCC to seek new alternatives to liberalism.

Ill

The rejection of liberalism resulting from SNCC's experience in
the second phase is crucially important.

It signaled not only a

turning away from the prevailing societal ideology but also a strong
deemphasis upon the conventional categories of ideology.

Although

voter registration was continued, the thrust of SNCC's efforts in the
third phase (1964-65) was toward a whole new approach to racism and
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other social ills.
The transition away from liberalism was exemplified in a new
mood pervading SNCC,
Bennet Jr., ” . . .

3

activists.”

The latter become, in the words of Lerone
a secular religious order of deeply committed

An existential mystique grew up around them stressing

the cathartic qualities of coming to the South and pursuing civil
rights work.

It became a question as to whom SNCC benefited more,

the poor Negroes who were the object of aid or the staff who,
through contact with the oppressed, escaped personal hang ups.
There was a great deal of talk about “freedom high” and the brother
hood of the trenches derived from living among and identifying with
the poor.

The new mood in SNCC represented an attempt to ” . . .

to

recapture from some time and place and emotional approach to life
aiming beyond politics and economics, simply to remove barriers that
prevent human beings from making contact with one another.”
The communitarian atmosphere was but one expression of alien
ation resulting from an increased awareness of the bureaucratic
elitist structure of American society.
exclusive rather than inclusive.

In the SNCC view, America is

To be included the individual must

have money, contacts, and education.

And since the poor have none of

these, they are excluded by denial of any measure of control over
their own lives.

In liberal rhetoric this is justified on the

\erone Bennet Jr., SNCC:
booklet).
^"Howard Zinn, SNCC:
1965, p. 237.

Rebels with a Cause, p. 2., (SNCC

the New Abolitionists.

Boston:

Beacon,
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grounds that the poor are not "qualified” to make their own decisions.
Only those in the higher bureaucratic echelons are qualified. Ac
cording to SNCC, because institutions are organized on the elitist
notion that only the top bureaucrats are qualified, institutions are
not shaped to meet the needs of people, rather people, through insti
tutions, are shaped to meet the needs of those in power."*

The latter

compose the "white power structure," an explicit conspiracy of liberal
and conservative establishments working in concert to supress Negroes
for its own benefit.
Paradoxically, the very exclusion of the "unqualified" from the
centers of power makes them the best agencies for political and
cultural change.

The poor, having the least stake in existing so

ciety, are most capable of being a new proletariat.

Furthermore,

the poor can also be a force for cultural regeneration because, being
marginal, they have not been corrupted by existing institutions.
The political and cultural potential of the poor Negroes of the
South goes to the heart of SNCC*s program of participatory democracy
(PD) of this period.

One of the architects of the SNCC version of

PD described it this way:

6

"(PD) means getting people to come together in groups, small
groups, and large groups and talk to each other about basic
things, about their lives. I think that that has application

^Casey Hayden, "Raising the Question of Who Decides,"
Republic. CLIV, no. 4- (January 22, 1966) p. 9.

New

^Robert Moses, "Questions Raised by Moses." in Jacobs and Landau,
op. cit., p. 123. (parenthesis mine)
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everywhere in the country. Whatever we currently mean by
democracy, we don’t mean that people should crane together,
discuss their main problems that they all know about and be
able to do something about themselves,"

Participatory Democracy envisions, in short, direct democratic
decision-making in which the individual has a way in the decisions
that affect his life.
In this phase of SNCC, PD had both cultural and ideological
dimensions.

Its cultural aspect was manifested in its use as the

basis for an alternative way of life, termed "the loving community."
In its drive to organize loving communities, SNCC devised certain
guidelines for realizing participatory democracy.
principle of non leadership.

Among these was the

The SNCC worker, an organizer but not

a leader, was to move into a rural settlement of Southern Negroes
and subtly urge the creation of PD decision-making bodies, i.e.,
various forms of discussion groups.
around a program.

Organization was not to be

The idea was to get people together with the hope

that a program would evolve out of their interaction.

There was to

be no hierarchy because individual dignity was paramount in the loving
community.

A second principle of SNCC PD was consensus politics which

simply meant that no decision was to be put into effect until com
munity consent was as close to unanimous as possible.
often required counter institutions.

Finally, PD

The latter are parallel to

existing institutions with the difference being that they are based
upon PD decision-making and the human needs of the community.

SNCC

created counter institutions in the economic, educational and politi
cal spheres, e.g., community brick factories and vegetable gardens,
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freedom schools, and black political parties.

Such institutions,

needless to say, aided in providing the individual participation
in the decisions which immediately affect his life.
In the ideological spere, PD operated as both a means to change
and a utopian ideal.

SNCC believed it should exemplify the goals

it sought, that PD was the way to build a social movement for con
temporary times.

Accordingly, the precepts of PD, non leadership,

consensus politics, and counter institutions were employed for
accomplishing political tasks.

An example of this was SNCC's 19#+

counter political party, the Mississippi Freedom Democratic Party.
The creation of MFDP was achieved through a counter political system
of Mississippi Negroes employing PD decision-making.

Because it was

felt that the regular Mississippi Democratic Party did not represent
Negroes, MFDP sent a delegation to the 19#*' Democratic national con
vention to challenge the seating of the regular delegation.
failed.

The move

In seeking to be seated MFDP was following a strategy of

protest politics, exerting force both within and against traditional
7
politics.

The failure of MFDP in Atlantic City led SNCC to give up

permeationist-like attempts to influence the Democratic Party.

For

this reason it stands as a watershed of SNCC ideological development.
From then on, a rather clear-cut policy of left opposition has been
followed.
Participatory democracy also operated as an ideological vision
of how society ought to be.

To SNCC, integration had come to mean

^Zinn, op. cit., 261.
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integration into a new society having the attributes of the loving
community, especially individual control over personal destiny.
The liberal vision of integration, making Negroes middle class, was
now viewed as a subtle form of white supremacy (white middle class
culture is assumed superior and Negroes ought to adopt it).

SNCC

had thus gone beyond the single issue of racism to demand a totally
new society.

The vision of nonviolent revolution had travelled a

long way since the days of the sit-ins.

IV

The current phase of SNCC has witnessed key changes in the mood
of the organization and the emphasis of existing ideas.

For the most

part, the emotional approach to life and hopes for loving communities
now have been supplanted by a disciplined outlook and demands for
radical change.

SNCC has dropped the cultural dimension of community

organizing and has more greatly emphasized its ideological dimension.
Community organizing via the principles of PD is now pursued primar
ily to build an independent "black power" base in society at large
rather than to create loving communities for their own sakes.

The

goal is now more clearly creation of a new society in which the indivi
dual can control his own life.
A crucial aspect of black power is black consciousness.

SNCC

has come to understand that a prerequisite for building a movement
is creation of a sense of dignity in each Negro individual.

The

history of the Negro in America has resulted in mentalities of
obeisance, a lack-of faith among Negroes that they can accomplish
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things by themselves.
in two ways.

SNCC has attacked the psychological problem

First, it has set out on a comprehensive educational

program aimed at acquainting Negroes with their history.

Both the

African and American pasts are covered to provide Negroes with
knowledge of a heritage of which they can be proud.

Secondly, SNCC

has barred white staff from organizing Negroes and has asked it to
work among poor whites.

The point is to show poor Negroes that they

themselves can build a movement without relying on white people.
SNCC’s foremost immediate goal is building an independent left
opposition, first locally then nationally, which can deal with the
white power structure from a position of greater strength.
is based upon two assumptions:

Strategy

all power ultimately eminates from

local communities; political power has an economic base.

Community

organizing in the South is pursued with the design of creating local
"pockets of power" through local political action having economic
effects.

In other words, because Southern Negroes are propertyless,

political means must be used to gain economic power.

SNCC employs

two weapons to achieve economic power, the Southern Negroes' new
found vote, and organization.

One plan is for independent "black

panther" parties to be organized on a county basis which gain election
of Negroes to county posts and then attempt to "control all the money

8
coming into the county."

Other tactics aimed at increasing Negro

power are boycotts and economic counter institutions, e.g., poor

8

Stokeley Carmichael, "Interview with the Alabama Black Panther
Organizer." Movement. II, no. 2, (February, 1966) p. 8.
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people's corporations and coops.

SNCC sees both short run and long

run advantages in creating local pockets of power.

In an immediate

sense Negroes can gain a measure of control over their daily lives
and enjoy the psychic benefits of community.

In the future, it is

hoped that a plethora of local black panther parties may be united into
a national black panther party.
An increasing emphasis is presently being laid on black nation
alism in SNCC.

This is a response to SNCC's growing awareness of

the positive role nationalism can play in a movement of the oppressed.
SNCC's black nationalism is therefore more pro-black than anti-white.
Carmichael's candid remarks on organizing the Lowndes County Freedom Organization illustrates this:

9

"Now what happened in Alabama is that we started building
something and we made whites irrelevant to everything we did.
We are building a party for black people because they are power
less in Lcwndes County. I'm not in any bag about black nation
alism (in the Muslim sense). We've done it without talking
about 'whitey' and getting rid of 'whitey' and all that shit."

Because SNCC is increasingly mindful of the necessity of a
national movement, the black power program has been carried to the
North.

Tactics are however different because Negroes in Northern

ghettoes have much less sense of community than Southern rural
Negroes.

Most Northern activity is centered around the establish

ment of counter institutions.

a

The goals are nevertheless unchanged—

"Lowndes County Freedom Organization Leaders Talk."
II, no. 5 (June, 1966) p. if. (parentheses mine).

Movement.
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to build a left opposition, to gain decision-making power for the
individual.
SNCC’s efforts in the North have forced it to modify its stand
on nonviolence.

The lack of community in the ghetto of the urban

North reduces its potential for nonviolent action.

Violence is how

ever seen as acceptable only when used in self-defense.
While the emphasis of black power is upon creating an independent
Negro movement, there is provision for organizing the white poor.
For example, SNCC staff was very active in the Delano grapeworker’s
strike in California.

With this in mind, perhaps the best way to

describe the organizing aspect of black power is to say that black

. 10

power is:

" . . . an overall program to foster dignity and cohesive
ness among Negros; to develop the poor Negro community into
an independent force using Negro organizers; to develop the
poor white community into a parallel force using white organ
izers; and then to form an interracial coalition of the two."

In summary, black power is a comprehensive ideological orien
tation having a view of reality (the white power structure) a
strategy for change (an independent black left opposition which will
be a foundation for an interracial movement of the poor) and, a
vision of Utopia (a society in which the individual has a real say
in those decisions affecting his life).
In conclusion, the increasing scope of SNCC ideology is also
currently evidenced in SNCC's attention to the need for structural

10

Bruce Detwiler, "Role of Whites in Black Power."
II, no. 10 (November, 1966) p. 7.

Movement.
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economic change and, its adoption of an internationalist outlook.
Because SNCC believes the relationship between economic and politi
cal power is direct, there is a growing realization that a society
based on PD is impossible so long as capitalism reigns.

No alter

native economic system has yet been explicitly formulated or adopted,
but chances are some type of decentralized socialism compatible with
Pd will be favored,

SNCC's internationalism is heavily influenced

by the American involvement in Vietnam,

SNCC identifies with the

NLF to an extent arguing that both Negroes and Vietnamese are "brown
people" fighting the same enemy, the white power structure, for
control over their own destinies,

SNCC urges that Negroes refrain

from military service, work for Negro liberation at home, and give
moral support to the insurgencies of oppressed peoples abroad.

Students for a Democratic Society (SDS)

SDS was for many years the youth department of the social
democratic League for Industrial Democracy.

In the early sixties,

the University of Michigan chapter, led by Tom Hayden, showed signs
Of becoming increasingly disallusioned with the League's neo-New
Dealism.

Relations became strained and finally culminated in a UM

led SDS break from the League to become an autonomous organization.
From this beginning in 1964, SDS has became, from the standpoint of
ideology, the most important and influential New Left group.
SDS' origination out of disenchantment with liberalism is perhaps
one of the most crucial influences upon its thought.

Its ideological

orientations, in certain respects, serve as much to indict liberalism
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as to search for a new social order.

The desire to "deraythologize"

the prevailing ideology has fostered some very critical structural
analyses which have provided the Movement with a great deal of
ideological ammunition.

For example, SDS has been instrumental in

establishing the liberal mainstream as the "enemy” rather than the
radical right.

Because the latter is the traditional left's main

object of attack, it is clear that SDS brought into relief one of
the crucial differences between the old and new lefts.
Beside the anti-liberal emphasis, a second key aspect of SDS
is its orientation toward college students.

The organizational

purpose is seen not only as building a movement in society at large,
e.g., by organizing the poor, but also as radically educating
s t u d e n t s . T h e effort given to education has resulted in a wholistic approach to America which attempts to relate the key issues,
poverty, racism, the Cold War, and university reform within the
context of a single theory.

Paradoxically, despite its reputation

as "the intellect of the New Left," there is a strong anti-ideol
ogical strain in SDS.

There are several reasons for this.

First,

because SDS is middle class and existentially oriented, the desire
for radical change is moral rather than material.

The typical SDSer

feels his commitment is not a function of ideological belief but
is derived from an uncomplex desire to see justice done.
look is seen as transcending ideology.

This out

Secondly, SDS fears the

11
Paul Booth, "National Secretary's Report."
I, no 22 (June 1?, 1966) p. 1.

New Left Notes.
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havoc dogmatism can create in a movement of the left.

SDS hopes to

recruit from the broadest base possible and in doing so avers from
demanding belief in a ‘'party line."
pragmatism in SDS.

Finally, there is a strain of

It does not wish to rule out any course of action.

It is felt that a rigid official ideology would create organizational
interests, and the institutionalization of viewpoints disfunctional
to maneuverability.
Despite the aversion to de .jure ideology, SDS has developed a
mainstream of thought which serves as a de facto ideology.

This

mainstream comprises some of the most important ideological orien
tations in the

New Left.

I

The SDS approach to structural analysis is shaped by its tend
ency to examine American reality in terms of elites rather than
classes.

The result is a rather well thought out expose of two myths

crucial to the credibility and legitimacy of liberalism, the myth of
pluralism and the myth of economic competition.

The system uncovered

is one characterized by elite domination of polity and economy; it is
termed "corporate liberalism."

The exact relationship between military,

political, and economic elites is somewhat unclear in SDS analyses.
Any effort at proving a conspiracy usually centers around the inter
action of these elites in the context of the "garrison state" created
by the Cold War.

In general, SDSers are content in labeling the

complex of elites, the "establishment," and to perceive establish
ment interests as the key to explanation of American society.
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The

heavy attention given to elite power has as its inverse emphasis the
powerlessness of the individual the participate meaningfully in social
decisions affecting his life.
The liberal analysis of the American political system as a rela
tively balanced equilibrium of competing groups is termed by SDS,
fantasy.

This contention is based primarily upon what SDS believes

to the three dominant characteristics of U.S. politics:

the local

ized nature of the party system; constituencies divested of power; and,

12
the imbalance of lobby forces.

Because the power bases of the two

major parties are local, linkage between people and representatives
is only clear on parochial issues.

This condition results in the un

fettered responsibility of representatives in the areas of national
and international issues, i.e., "politics without publics."

13

Second

ly, certain groups are divested of political power really and ef
fectively through disenfranchisement, gerrymandering, and the lack
of an economic base.

The poor generally and Negroes especially are

particularily affected.

Finally, " . . .

the focus of political

attention is significantly distorted by the enormous lobby force,
composed predominately of business interests. .„. ."

lk

Certain sectors

of the polity spend millions in promotion of their interests while
other interests go unarticulated.

*^The Port Huron Statement.
cratic Society,
p. 13.

New York:

Students for a Demo

19&kt

13ibid.
%bid.
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Several conclusions appear to be drawn from the foregoing.

First,

because parties are incapable of articulating popular viewpoints on
national and international issues, a political vacuum is left in these
areas.

Secondly, the lack of political power of large sectors of

the population denies them access to and influence with the political
process.

Thirdly, the imbalance of lobby forces facilitates elite

manipulation within the context of the void created by the lack of
articulation of popular demands.

The overall result is a political

system which avoids conflict by its inability to realize confron
tations between the truly opposing interests of society and settles
instead on the maintenance and enhancement of a status quo desirable
to the dominant elites.
In the SDS view, the economy, like the political system is elite
dominated.

This results from the crucial influence of a small number

of huge corporations which comprise in effect, an economy collect
ivized for private profit.

The centralization of economic decision

making made possible by gigantism means that the rhetoric of compe
tition based upon the classical model of the market economy simply does
not fit present reality.

Moreover, theories of the ’’countervailing

power” of government vis-a-vis the business community are equally
incorrect.

Business has captured the regulatory framework; the latter

promotes rather than polices.

Secondly, the structure of the economy

does much to insulate business decision-making from government influ
ence.

Key decisions affecting millions of individuals, e.g., those

having to do with production, allocation, and distribution, are to a
great extent beyond the purview of government.

Finally, and most
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importantly, the pursuit of the Cold War has largely precluded compe
tition between the public and private sectors of the economy.

Defense

spending is a crucial catalyst through which elitism of economy and
polity is compounded.

It, unlike welfare spending, enables vast out

lays by government which often complement and seldom compete with
the corporate sconoray.

Given the realities of the garrison state,

'•The politicians, of course, take the line of least resistance and
thickest supports
up for:

warfare instead of welfare, is easiest to stand

after all the Free World is at stake (and our constituency's

investments too)
The foregoing points to what SDS believes to be the defining
characteristic of corporate liberalism, the priority of establish
ment interests over popular which is more notably manifested in poli
tics and economics aimed at maintaining and enhancing the system as
it exists (especially in the economic sphere) rather than providing
the individual with means and power to control his life.

16

This

magnetic center of corporate liberalism, the guarding and perpetu
ating of itself is the reference point for SDS discussion of the key
issues of the times, poverty, racism, war, and university reform.
In SDS' view poverty cannot be eradicated within the framework
of corporate liberalism.

The reason for this is simply that the poor

must be aided directly through the public sector.

Such solutions as a

^ T h e Port Huron Statement, op. cit., p. 19.

16

"America and the New Era."
9 , 1966) p. 12.

New Left Notes. I, no. 48, December
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massive public works program are however unacceptable in the corporate
liberal view because any redistribution of wealth must be achieved
17
through the corporate economy.

Thus, the corporate liberal strategy

is to prime the corporate economy, increase aggregate demand and there
by create new jobs.

Direct aid is minimal, motivated by a desire to

temper the political discontent of the poor.

Moreover, welfare

programs are administered undemocratically without concern for the
dignity of the poor.

The letter’s lack of participation in the ad

ministration of welfare is especially annoying to SDS.
backs of the corporate liberal strategy are several.

The draw
First, because

the raison d'etre of business is profit, emphasis is upon techno
logical development aimed at eliminating employment rather than
18
creating it.

Furthermore, the jobs that are created demand an

expertise which the poor don't possess.
is overdeveloped.

Secondly, the private sector

It is not based so much upon real societal needs

as demand generated by advertising, suggestion, and emulation.

There

fore its capacity for growth, for increasing employment, is limited.
The real needs lay in the public sector, but given the structure and
assumptions of corporate liberalism, there is no feasible way to trans
fer the abundance of the private sector to the undernourished public
sector.
Racism is seen as a parallel problem to poverty.

Any effort toward

^ D i c k Flacks, "Is the Great Society Just a Barbecue?”
Republic. CLIV, no. 5 (January 29, 1966) p. 18.

New

18

The Port Huron Statement, op. cit., p. 20.
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realizing Negro equality must encompass the elimination of Negro
poverty.

Therefore, to the extent that corporate liberalism impedes

the elimination of poverty, it also impedes the Negro drive for
equality.

Moreover, property rights, sacrosanct in the rhetoric of
19

corporate liberalism, act as a bulwark of segregation.

For example,

government attempts at eliminating discrimination in housing and em
ployment have met with limited success because, through property
rights, private individuals and organizations have the power to make
economic decisions in the areas of hiring, and residential sales.
In short, the primary level of enforcement of civil rights laws is
the business enterprise or private individual.

The problem of course

is that considerations of profit and prejudice lead to widespread
evasion and subtle defiance which often go unpunished.

In the South

where racism is most overt, political rights and education are the
primary goals.

Here again property rights stand in the way because

creation of an economic base for Negroes is crucial.

A good solution,

in the SDS view, to the problem in the South would be a program of
land reform aimed at providing Negro sharecroppers with property.
Such a program is not feasible as long as the Southern plutocracy is
protected by property rights.
The venom directed toward corporate liberalism in regard to the
Cold War is especially pronounced in SDS. Attacks vary, but the main
theme is that the preservation and growth of the interests of corporate

19
Todd Gitlin, '’Power and the Myth of Progress."
CLIII, no. 26, (December 25, 1965) p. 21.

New Republic.
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liberalism abroad, both in fact and idea, has resulted in a foreign
policy of economic and ideological imperialism under the guise of
anti-Communism.

The government as the guardian of corporate liberal

ism has supported or tolerated such past and present non-democrats as
Batista, Franco, Verwoerd, Salazar, Boun Oum, Ngo Diem, Chiang Kai Shek,
Trujillo, the Somozas, Saud, Ydigoras,

20

(and more recently, Ky,

Suharto, Branco, and the Greek and Argentine juntas).

Support of such

non-democrats results in a feeling among SDSers that the U.S.' claim
of anti-Comraunism on the grounds that it is undemocratic is less than
candid.

The question of why the U.S. tolerates the excesses of the

right while working against the left throughout the world has been
answered by SDS in a number of ways.

At present, the Marxist surplus

capital theory has some acceptance in SDS.

The latter8s version of

this theory stresses the inability of the overdeveloped private sector
of the domestic economy to satisfy the corporate appetite for profit,
and to absorb all corporate capital.

Corporations invest in foreign

countries and the government protects these investments via inter
vention and intrigue on behalf of the cooperating governments.

As

Carl Oglesby, former president of SDS says, "We have an empire around
the world administered by the business community and protected by the
government."

21

The surplus capital theory is most often applied to

Latin American affairs, e.g., the Dominican Republic adventure.

Secondly,

^ T h e Port Huron Statement, op. cit. p. 29.
^ C a r l Oglesby, "World Revolution and Containment."
Notes. I no. 11 (April 1, 1966) p. 4.

New Left
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some in the SDS believe that American foreign policy manifests an
attempt by the U.S. to approximate the pluralism of the strong of
domestic politics in the international sphere.

This view emphasizes

the government's role as a policeman guarding the international status
quo.

Revolutionary movements of the left are perceived as a threat

to the prevailing balance of world political forces and therefore
must be opposed.

Thirdly, there is an interpretation stressing un

reasoning anti-Communism as the key to American foreign relations.
The substance of this argument is as follows:

a dominant value of

corporate liberalism, anti-Communism, became institutionalized in
the form of paets, treaties, and alliances to counter the ’’Soviet
threat"; the latter has diminished but the network of commitments
and the mentality arising out of its establishment have not changed
appreciably; the result is cultural change in the third world is
perceived in Cold War terms— policies and outlooks for Europe are
superimposed upon Asia, Latin America and Africa? thus, indigenous
movements whether left liberal, socialist, Titoist, or nationalist
are seen as foreign dominated and Communist and are opposed with force.
This theory is often applied to Vietnam.
Due to its student orientation, university reform is a high
priority on SDS* list of goals.

Carl Davidson

22

SDS vice president,

explained the reality of higher education this way:

"We have named the system in this country 'corporate

^ C a r l Davidson, "Toward a Student Syndicalist Movement.”
New Left Notes, I, no.
(September 9, 1966) p. 2.

Jk
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liberalism.* And ,if we bother to look, its penetration
into the campus community is awesome. Its elite is train
ed in our Colleges of Business Administration. Its defend
ers are trained in our Law Schools. Its apologists can be
found in the Political Science Departments. The Colleges
of Social Sciences produce its manipulators. For propa
gandists, it relies on the Schools of Journalism. It
insures its own future growth in the Colleges of Education.
If some of us don’t quite fit in, we are brainwashed in the
Division of Counseling. And we all know only too well
what goes on in the classrooms of the Military Science
Buildings.”

Davidson’s statements points to the dominant view of the university
in SDS, that it is an adjunct to the corporate liberal establish
ment.

SDS criticism of the university also has a strong anti-

bureaucratic dimension which closely parallels that of the Free
Speech Movement (to be examined shortly).

II

In many respects, SDS attempts to employ, in building a radi
cal movement, the very ideals it seeks to realize in society at
large.

For this reason it is best to first gain some -understanding

of SDS’ goals before going into a discussion of its strategies for
change.
SDS goals can be categorized in terms of three levels, utopian
political, and cultural.

23

Utopian goals center around creation of

a new society based upon SDS' principles of participatory democracy
These will be given paramount consideration because such goals

23
Norm Fruchter and Robert Kramer, "Community Organizing
Projects." Studies on the Left. VI, no 2 (March-April, 1966) p.
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encompass one of the key dimensions of ideology.

Second level goals

comprise the short range demands SDS makes as a pressure group of
the left within the existing polity.
zation of certain cultural ends.

Thirdly, SDS seeks the reali

These are exemplified in the sub

culture SDS attempts to maintain counter to the middle class way of
life.
The Port Huron Statement (PHS), SDS* organizational manifesto,
is called by some the basic document of the New Left.

The main reason

for this is PHS1 articulation of the utopian dimension of ideology so
often deficient in New Left ideological efforts.

In many ways the

SDS vision of participatory democracy as stated in PHS is the clear
est available insight into what SDS and the New Left in general
(especially the existential wing) is seeking:

Zk

"As a social system we seek the establishment of a democra
cy of individual participation. governed by two central aims:
that the individual share in those decisions determining the
quality and direction of his life; that society be organized
to encourage independence in men and provide the media for
their common participation.
In a participatory democracy, the political life would
be based in several root principles: that decision-making
of basic social consequence be carried on by public group
ings; that politics be seen positively, as the art of
collectively creating an acceptable pattern of social re
lations; that politics has the function of bringing people
out of isolation and into community, thus being necessary,
though not sufficient, means of finding meaning in per
sonal life; that the political order should serve to clari
fy problems in a way instrumental to their solution; it
should provide outlets for the expression of personal
grievance and aspiration; opposing views should be oranized so as to illuminate choices and facilitate the

PlL

The Port Huron Statement, op, cit., pp. 7-8.

■

emphasis mine.
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attainment of goals; channels should be commonly available
to relate men to knowledge and power so that private
problems— from bad recreation facilities to personal alien
ation— are formulated as general issues.
The economic sphere would have as its basis the princi
ples: that work should involve incentives worthier than
money or survival. It should be educative, not stultify
ing; creative, not mechanical; self-directed, not manip
ulated, encouraging independence, a respect for others, a
sense of dignity and a willingness to accept social re
sponsibility, since it is this experience that has crucial
influence on habits, perceptions and individual ethics;
that the economic experience is so personally decisive
that the individual must share in its full determination;
that the economy itself is of such social importance that
its major resources and means of production should be
open to democratic participation and subject to demo
cratic social regulation.
Like the political and economic ones, major social
institutions— cultural, educational, rehabilitative, and
others— should be generally organized with the well-being and
dignity of man as the essential measure of success.
In social change or interchange, we find violence to
be abhorrent because it requires generally the transform
ation of the target, be it a human being or a community of
people, into a depersonalized object of hate. It is im
perative that the means of violence be abolished and the
institutions— local, national, international— that en
courage nonviolence as a condition of conflict be de
veloped.”

It is apparent that the implicit overriding conclusion of the SDS
vision is the necessity of nonviolent revolution.

The realization

of the main precepts of participatory democracy is impossible so long
as the dominant characteristics of present society remain, e.g.,
bureaucratic organization and private property.

The Utopia of corpo

rate liberalism, a centrally controlled welfare state within the
context of a private economy, is anathema to SDSers.
is demand for major structural change.

In short, there

However, substantive proposals
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for such change are generally underserving of serious attention.

25

At present, the normative vision of PD, as stated above, is a present
ly sufficient utopian basis for SDSers.
The second level of SDS goals is comprised mainly of changes
sought within the existing political framework.

The focus of polit

ical demands varies according to the dominant issue at a given period
of time.

For example, when the nation was preoccupied with civil

rights, SDS marched, demonstrated, etc., for Negro equality.
then, SDS has emphasized poverty and war.

Since

The present focus is upon

the Vietnam Mar, with the hope that anti-war activity will pressure
the government into ending that war.

SDS is calling for withdrawal

of all American troops, the payment of reparations to North Vietnam,
etc.

More general demands in the area of foreign policy include

withdrawal of American investment from underdeveloped nations, dis
armament, and rapproachment with China.

SDS also believes that the

best way to deal with insurgency abroad is to remove its causes,
poverty, oppression and exploitation.

In civil rights, SDS concen

trates on demands to enforce existing laws, and to eliminate the
economic props of racism.

On the campus, activity centers around

achieving student and faculty control so that basic reforms in cur
riculum, student government, and academic freedom can be achieved.
Finally, SDS* economic proposals include guaranteed annual income,
the humane use of technology, and participation of the poor in welfare

^ F o r example, the "computerized referenda1' scheme. This would
entail installing electronic voting devices in every American home.
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administration.

There is an attempt by SDS to make short run politi

cal demands compatible with long range goals.

For example, the drive

to involve the poor in welfare administration reflects the long range
utopian goal of a participative democratic society.
The third level of SDS goals are cultural.

There is an attempt

to improve the quality of human relationships, to foster ” . . .

a

26
brotherly way of life in the jaws of the Levithian.”

The found

ations of SDS subculture include the principles of PD, Dewey’s learn
ing by doing, the existential idea of the importance of individual
decision-making, and Quaker and Ghandian nonviolence.

27

Ill
The third and final dimension of SDS ideology, strategies is
perhaps the least defined.

The existential mood of the organization

militates against the formulation of explicit plans of action.

There

is a tendency to act before fully thinking out the implications of
activity.

Furthermore, as was pointed out before, many SDSers have

no other political perspective than moral outrage.

They seldom see

themselves as instruments of an inexorable struggle moving toward a
definite historical end.

Accordingly, some in SDS feel that the

benefits of radical activity to the individual activist have been

2^Staughton Lynd, "The New Radicals and Participatory Democracy.”
Dissent, XIII, no. 45, (Summer, 1965) p. 33327
'Martin Oppenheimer, "Alienation or Participation: the soci
ology of Participatory Democracy.” New Left Notes. I, no. 45, p.4.
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overemphasized.

For example, Paul Booth, national secretary, laments,

"There has been a style of work in which the personal needs of the
staff have been seen as of higher importance than political priorities.
Nevertheless, even with the above in mind, it is possible to
provide an interpretation SDS' strategies for change.

First, and most

important, the reality and utopian dimensions of SDS ideology provide
a basis upon which strategies and tactics are formulated.

Further

more, the patterns of action SDS takes, and the recurrent themes of
its theorists bring into relief a rather coherent set of agreed upon
ways to change America.
So far, discussions of the reality and utopian dimensions of
SDS ideology have shown, among other things:

that SDSers believe the

present system to be corporate liberalism; that this system, being
one of elite domination, divests the individual of effective control
over his life; that it gives rise to or cannot cope with the key
problems of America, racism war, poverty, and university reform; that
such problems could reach 'Just solution if society were as it ought to
be— one in which the individual has the means and opportunity to parti
cipate in social decisions affecting his life.

These assumptions do

much to determine SDS® strategy for change, a type of left opposition
the tactics of which are molded by the principles of participatory
democracy and the content of which is issue politics.
Given the structure of corporate liberal America, attempting
intra-system change via the pressure group route is futile in the eyes

23
Booth, loc. cit., p. 1.
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of SDS.

Such a conventional strategy would be based upon the fal

lacious pluralistic model.

Thus, a strategy of left opposition, stand

ing outside and opposed to the establishment while presenting and work
ing for short run and long run alternatives, has been adopted.

The

tactics employed, i.e., the form SDS left opposition takes, are ground
ed in the principles of participatory democracy.

Left opposition is

achieved by provision of media, most often counter institutions, creat
ed and controlled by the people seeking change.

The most important

function of the media is individual demand articulation.
opposition allows pursuit of several goals simultaneously.
on any given front:

SDS left
Activity

(1) presents a short run policy alternative;

(2) exemplifies the long run alternative of a participative democratic
society; (3) enables individuals to attempt to participate in elite
decision-making through the pressure the they exert and thus, to an
extent, practice PD in the present context.

The content of SDS left

opposition is determined by the concept of issue politics.

The latter

means that program should be geared to separate constituencies gener
ated by individual issues.

Thus activity is on several fronts rather

than through a single comprehensive movement.

The idea of issue poli

tics leads to separate SDS efforts to organize students around uni
versity reform, the poor around economic issues, etc.
of organizing around single issues are several:

The advantages

the main grievance

is kept central; factionalization is avoided because it is easier to
achieve unity on one issue rather than several; and most importantly,
more people participate if the issue of paramount concern is kept in
constant focus.

The paradox of issue politics is that at the abstract
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level, SDS relates all problems to the same foundation, corporate
liberalism.

This paradox is overcome with the hope, that through

radical education, all issue constituencies will recognize that ulti
mately all their problems come from the same source.

When this is

achieved a comprehensive movement of “left outs*? will be feasible.
SDS has, throughout its short history, laid great emphasis upon
the poor as an agency of change.

The view is that, due to corporate

liberalism's inability to distribute rewards equitable, a permanent
dissatisfied underclass of black and white poor has been created
which is eager for radical change.
Like SNCC, SDS attempts to organize counter institutions of
the poor which comprise a left opposition confronting and challeng
ing the establishment locally and nationally.

The primary media of

the poor are community unions, organized from the bottom up and having
a highly decentralized decision-making apparatus.

SDS believes the

basic function of the community union is the building of democracy in
the slum and ghetto.

Once this is accomplished, bread and butter

demands are pursued.

In other words, the way demands are articulated

is considered equal in importance to the demands themselves.
With the help of a grant from the United Auto Workers, SDS has

*
organized ten community unions in the urban North as part of its
Economic and Research Action Project (ERAP).

Two distinct yet re

lated approaches have been employed in organizing the poor, the Jobs
or Income Now approach (JOIN) and the Garbage Removal or Income Now
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approach (GROIN).
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The basic difference between these are in levels

of target and explanation.

The JOIN method stresses radical education

of the poor which emphasizes the national government as irresponsible.
A great deal of emphasis is given to the imbalance of the economy—
the uneven relationship between defense and welfare spending.

Direct

action is most often toward dramatizing the national government’s
neglect of the poor (members of the Chicago Join Community Union sold
apples in front of the Federal Building).

The GROIN approach

stresses the local community as the main level of target and expla
nation.

Radical education revolves around the evils of the urban

machine and direct action is mostly in regard to local issues, e.g.,
demonstrating for installation of a traffic light on a busy ghetto
c o m e r where playing children have been killed.

Believers in the

GROIN approach argue that it is futile to attempt a confrontation
with national power before the community union has been made strong
in the local context.

Although the JOIN and GROIN approaches differ,

several similarities do exist between their respective community
unions.

Most importantly, efforts to cause change usually start at

the point of administration; an attempt is made by the community
union to absorb, control or at least participate in the administration

^%ichard Rothstein, "A Short History of ERAO.”
IV, no. 2, p. 2.

SDS Bulletin.

-^Dick Flacks, “Organizing the Unemployed: the Chicago Project.”
in The New Student Left (Edd) Mitchell Cohen and Dennis Hale, Boston:
Beacon, 1965, p. 140.
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of the law around which activity is mounted, e.g. the Mar on Poverty.
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This tactic is of crucial interest because it differs in emphasis
from conventional pressure group strategy.

Change is sought

primarily

not through influence upon the substance of legislation but upon its
administration.

The penchant for 11administrative politics'* illustrates

once again a foremost desire of SDS, to involve individuals through PD
media in social decision-making.
Although SDS believes that Negroes are the most revolutionary
sector of the population, it has of late clearly deemphasized civil
rights.

The only true effort presently pursued by SDS toward Negro

equality is found among its ghetto community unions.
understandable in light of certain considerations.

All this is
First, SDS fully

supports SNCC's black power program, a main tenet of which is that
Negroes should organize themselves.

32

Secondly, the increasing

scope of SNCC activity in the North has lessened the necessity of SDS
activity.

Thirdly, SDS believes that Negro equality can only be

realized through an interracial movement of the poor.

Therefore,

SDS now gives heavy attention to organizing poor whites so that the
latter can catch up with Negroes in degree of radicalization.

Final

ly, the organizational resources of SDS are now heavily committed to
anti-Vietnam War activity.

Limited effort can be channelled to other

^^Ed Richer, "Ideology at Clear Lake."
no. 35 (September 16, 1966) p. 1.
32"SDS Statement on SNCC."
16, 1966) p. 2.

New Left Notes. I,

New Left Notes, I, no. 35, (September

R ep ro d u ced with p erm ission o f the copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited w ithout p erm ission.

fronts.
Aside from the poor generally and Negroes specifically, SDS has
great faith in college students as an agency of change.

Students

comprise a basically disatisfied element within the context of in
stitutions which play a crucial role in the system of corporate liberal
ism.

If students can change the university, concomitant changes will

be forced in society at large.

SDSers hold to one of two distinct

strategies for campus reform, the free university, and student syndi
calism.

The former encompasses creations of a counter university

which has the attributes SDS seeks in a university, namely, studentfaculty control, participative democratic decision-making, a cur
riculum relevant to "the world in revolution," and a minimum of rules
governing personal behavior, i.e., abolition of in loco parentis.
Once the free university has been formed, it is hoped that it will
draw enough students from the established university to supplant the
latter or at least force it to change more in line with the image of
the free university.
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The second strategy for inducing radical

change on the campus, student syndicalism, posits a far different
means.

Media, either in the form of a radical student party or a

student union, would provide a viable left opposition for articulating

-^The idea of creating counter institutions which take on the
legitimacy of established ones and then supplant them is Staughton
Lynd*s. Lynd has gone so far as to propose the calling of a
"continental congress" which presumably would be embraced by many
Americans as their new government. Sane New Leftists term Lynd a
"putschist" as a result of his far our views on counter institutions.
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student demands.

If these demands are not met, concerted action

would be taken, e.g., demonstrations, strikes, creations of "dormi
tory soviets," etc., to disrupt university life until the adminis
tration gives in.

This strategy closely parallels that of labor vis-

a-vis management in society at large.
The fourth and final agency of change SDS perceives in society
is the Vietnam anti-war movement.

Many SDSers believe that the move

ment is of value not only as a pressure to end the war but also as
an element of the population which can be radicalized to make a broad
er challenge to corporate liberalism as a whole.

The SDS anti-war

campaign focuses primarily upon anti-draft activity:

youth are urged

to apply for conscientious objection or otherwise refuse to serve;
petitions are circulated stating the signers' intention not to serve;
34

and demonstrations are mounted against draft boards.

Media to express

opposition to the war include marches, counter draft exams and counter
35

draft cards.

Three aspects of SDS* anti-draft activity are es

pecially noteworthy.

First, resistence is primarily at the point of

administration; the draftee must refuse induction.

Secondly, great

emphasis is placed upon individual decision-making.

The success or

failure of SDS' strategy ultimately depends upon the willingness of

-^Philip Luce, The New Left. New York:

McKay, 1966, p. 157.

^ T h e SDS "Freedom Draft Card" which is to be sent to one's
draft board reads in part: "Gentlemen: I want to work for democracy.
I do not want to fight in Vietnam because the war is destroying our
hopes for democracy both there and at home. I want to build not
b u m . The efforts of many young Americans in civil rights and
community organizing are prime examples of what I want to do.”
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the individual to follow his conscience and commit an act of re
bellion.

Finally, the pre-eminence of individual action points again

to a main goal of SDS, individuals making the decisions which affect
their lives.

The Free Speech Movement (FSM)

The Free Speech Movement originated in a struggle in the fall
of 1964 between students and administration of the University of
California at Berkeley over student political rights.
events which comprised the conflict was as follows:

The chain of
(September 14)

the dean of students informed leaders of student organizations that
an area of the campus, traditionally used for fund raising, recruit
ment, and mounting off campus political action, could no longer be
used for such purposes; (September 21) the request of a united front
of student groups for resumption of political activities in the area
was turned down by administration; (September 30) five students out
of dozens were suspended for not obeying the new rules; (October 1)
two thousand students, surrounding a police car in which a future
FSM leader was under arrest, staged a protest against the adminis
tration; (October 2) the administration called several hundred
policemen

to disperse the demonstrators and asked for negotiations;

(October 3,4) the Free Speech Movement was formed out of the united
front of student groups, an executive committee elected to negotiate;
(November 7-10) negotiations broke down, and students demonstrated;
(November 28) two leaders of FSM were notified of disciplinary action
taken against them by the administration; (December 3.4) most students
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and teaching fellows went on strike, some of them sat-in at the ad
ministration building, 814 were arrested over a period of twelve
hours; (December 8) the faculty senate passed a resolution substantial
ly supporting the demands of FSM; (December 18) new liberalized rules
were put into effect allowing students to use areas of the campus for
political activity.

36

The above chain of events point to a crucial characteristic of
FSM.

It was a rather short lived ad hoc action agency which had to

justify its positions, mobilize support and condemn the opposition
under extreme limitations of time.

Such situational factors served

to limit the scope but increase the depth of FSM ideology.
In general, FSM thought operated on three levels, pertaining to,
the local conflict, the American university system, and society at
large.

Unfortunately, the multilevel nature of FSM ideological oriena-

tions led most observers to confuse levels or concentrate on the level
in characterizing FSM.

Thus, FSM is usually seen solely as:

(1) a

localized revolt against the University of California; (2) a revolt
against the system of higher education; (3) "a revolt against society.”
The view taken here is that the FSM manifested the first real
revolt against modern liberal bureaucracy.

This interpretation allows

recognition of all three levels of the revolt within the framework of
one explanation.

In the eyes of the leadership of FSM, the problems

at Berkeley were an outgrowth of the university system which in turn

36
Michael Miller and Susan Gilmore (Edd.) Revolution at Berkeley.
New York: Dell, 1965, PP* xxiv-xxix.
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is a basic reflection of society at large.

I

Jack Weinberg, the man in the police car October 30, wrote during
the revolt:

“The free speech issue has been so readily accepted

because it has become a vehicle enabling students to express their
dissatisfaction with so much of university life and with so many of
37

the university's institutions.”

The reasons behind student aliena

tion and hostility were, on this level, a function of two key faults
of the university system in America.

First, and most importantly,

FSM felt there was a depravity of human relationships, a lack of
community on the campus caused by the depersonalizing effects of the
bureaucratization of campus life.

A primary manifestation of this

was the lack of participation by students in university decision
making.

Secondly, it was felt that the university fails to realize

its stated ideals.

The key factor in this failure was seen extra

mural control of the university by the dominant powers of society,
A great many in FSM saw as the movement's greatest success,
not the capitulation of university authority to its demand for free
speech but rather its realization of community among students.

38

The communitarian theme, in criticising the dehumanizing aspects of

•^Jack Weinberg, "The Free Speech Movement and Civil Rights.”
in Lipset and Wolin, op. cit., p. 222.

38i am

indebted to John Halberstadt, a participant in the
Berkeley revolt and now an instructor of English literature at
Western Michigan University, for this point.
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assembly line education, laid an existential emphasis upon the dignity
of the individual.

The -latter is illustrated by the following, drawn

from an FSM statement:

39

"Our stand has been moral, . . . We have tried to be
sensitive to each of our supporters and the individual
morality he has brought to the movement. This is what has
been unique about our movement.
Although our issue has been free speech, our theme
has been solidarity. When individual members of our com
munity have acted, we joined together as a community to
jointly bear the responsibility for their actions. We have
been able to revitalize one of the most distorted, misused, "’**
and important words of our century: comrade."

Aside from creating community, the movement achieved a major ideal
of the New Left, participatory democracy.

The FSM was a partici

pative democratic left opposition which articulated the demands of
the students vis-a-vis the centers of power.

That some of the demands

were met was of course important, but equally important was the way
the demands were articulated.
the message.

To borrow a phrase, the medium was

Perhaps the greatest mistake of the administration

was its inability to recognize the efficacy of PD among the students.
It attempted to settle the dispute via the liberal image of politics—
negotiation by delegated elites and when this fails, police coercion.
Neither of these was an acceptable pattern of politics to the PD
oriented FSM,
A second set of issues which gave impetus to FSM was university
reform in general.

Emphasis was in part upon the gap between what

-^"We Want a University."

in Lipset and Wolin, op. eit., p. 209.
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the university teaches and what it practices.
separating ideas and ideals from life.

Education was seen as

For example, democracy is

taught as an ideal but the university denies the students the very
rights, e.g., free speech, characteristic of democracy.

In the eyes of

FSM, more than hypocrisy was involved here because many believed
strongly in the Progressive dictum of learning by doing.

Thus, the

university, a part of the educational process, ought to tolerate or
even promote political activity among students both within the uni
versity and social contexts.

In the words of Paul Krassner;

FSM was the absolute crux of education as an ideal.

"The

All the . , .

phrases— from the 'right of advocacy' to 'multiversity'— are merely,
depending on your own value system, negative or positive subdivisions of the learning process."

40

The FSM saw the failure of modern higher education as primarily
41
a result of establishment control of the university.

Here FSM re

iterated the general view of the New Left that the "multiversity" is
not tailored to the needs, desires and abilities of students but
42
rather to the demands of elite power.

Viewing the university from

40paul Krassner, "The Naked Emperor."
op. cit., p. 249.

in Miller and Gilmore,

^ I t was generally agreed upon in FSM that former Senator
William Knowland was responsible for having the new ru3.es put into
effect in an effort to prevent anti-Goldwater activity around the
Bay area during the November election. Moreover, much was made of
the composition of the Board of Regents, a melange of power elite
types.

^See

Bradford Cleveland, "A Letter to Undergraduates," in
Lipset and Wolin, op. cit., pp. 66-68. Cleveland's piece is the
classic New Left case on the issue of university reform.
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this perspective, higher education has two key functions:

providing

the big bureaucracies with trained and obedient personnel; and, pursu
ing research aimed at maintaining and enhancing the status quo.

The

first function means that the ideal college graduate must have as his
main attributes those of the ideal bureaucrat, expert skill and a
capacity for organizational loyalty.

The fostering of these traits

is realized by the university in several ways.

Curriculum is special

ized and requirements made rigid to insure that the individual is
highly trained.

A mentality of obeisance is created through the

university's control of student life via the doctrine of in loco
parentis, and through the "sandbox" nature of student government and
extra-curricular activities.

Athletic circuses, dances, etc., are

provided to build school loyalty and to divert attention away from
the high degree of social control on the campus.

The ultimate ad

vantage of such a system is that the transition from the authoritari
an milieu of the university to the authoritarian milieu of bureau
cracy can be achieved with minimal strain.
Research is pursued without questioning the values implicit in
pursuing it.

In general, the primary function of research is the

furthering of technological progress and refining techniques of social
control.
system.

All this to insure the continued vitality of the going
Finally, the specialized nature of research often means that

it competes with rather than complements education.
The cost of multiversity education to the student is great.

The

factory like techniques, the staccato routine of courses, grades and
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credits, the depersonalization and lack of community have prompted
Paul Goodman (a hero of FSMers) to write;

"At present in the United

i*3
States, students--middle class youth— are the major exploited class,*1
Goodman's contention reflects the consensus of most who participated in
FSM.
The proposals for changing the multiversity, as in SDS, fell into
two categories.

First many argued that it was beyond reform due to the

interests the powers of society have in keeping it as it is.

Proponents

of this view argued for creation of a counter university which would
incorporate the ideals of the FSM (this was in fact attempted in 1965).
Others felt that a student left opposition could pressure the establish
ment into rebuilding the University of California in line with student
demands.

The latter would include:

abolition of the course, grade,

credit system; abolition of in loco parentis rules; and establish
ment of an independent student voice in running university affairs.

II

The FSM by revolting against the university system was revolting against m o d e m liberal bureaucracy.

41).
Weinberg
articulates "the

feelings of many on this score:

"The University of California is a microcosm in which
all the problems of society are reflected. . . . Throughout

^^Paul Goodman, "Thoughts on Berkeley." in Miller and Gilmore,
op. cit., p. 27.
^"Jack Weinberg, op. cit., p. 224-.

emphasis mine.
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the society, the individual has lost more and more control
over his environment. When he votes, he must choose between
two candidates who agree on almost all basic questions. On
his job, he has become more and more a cog in a machine, a
part of a master plan in whose formulation he is not con
sulted, and over which he can exert no influence for change.
He finds it increasingly more difficult to find meaning in
his job or in his life. He grows more cynical. The bu
reaucratization of the campus is .just a reflection of the
bureaucratization of American life.

The basic problem then is the lack of controlling influence the indi
vidual has in decisions affecting his life.

In the eyes of FSM all

social problems have as their root, lack of participation, i.e. elite
control.

Mario Savio explained xt this way:

"Last summer I went to Mississippi to join the struggle
there for civil rights. This fall I am engaged in another
phase of the same struggle, this time in Berkeley. The
two battlefields may seem quite different to seme observers,
but this is not the case. The same rights are at stake in
both places— the right to participate as citizens in demo
cratic society and the right to due process of law. Further,
it is a struggle against the same enemy. In Mississippi
an autocratic and powerful minority rules through organiz
ed violence, to supress the vast, virtually powerless,
majority. In California, the privileged minority mani
pulates political expression. That ’respectable* bureau
cracy masks the financial plutocrats; that impersonal
bureaucracy is the efficient enemy in a »Brave New World.*

In sum, the powerlessness of the individual and the power of the
elite are two sides of the same coin.

At Berkeley, bureaucracy is

the "efficient enemy" of student freedom.

Accordingly, FSM tried to

explain bureaucratization and provide challenges to it at the level

^Mario Savio, "An End to History." in Gilmore and Miller,
op. cit., p. 239. emphasis mine.
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of social theory.
In the FSM view, bureaucracies start out as means and ends; bu
reaucracy’s main task becomes self-preservation.

This necessitates

an historical view of reality by the bureaucrat; nothing new happen?,
nothing that cannot be handled by established bureaucratic procedures.

46

In attempting to preserve itself, bureaucracy attempts to

freeze reality, and in so doing, freezes injustice.

Perhaps the worst

thing about bureaucracy is the new meanings it gives to politics and
democracy.

Politics becomes the art of elite manipulation, and de

mocracy means the smooth running of the bureaucratic machine, "oper
ating through proper channels."

However, due to the hierarchical

nature of bureaucracy, the latter is incompatible with democracy as
FSM envisioned it because hierarchy prevents individual participation
in decision-making.
The FSM exemplified, in the eyes of its followers, the way to
achieve democracy over bureaucracy.

This was to attack it at its

weakest point, its failure to internalize values, to destroy the sub
jective.

A movement against bureaucracy must appeal to the subjective.

47
Such an appeal is illustrated in statement by Savio
at an FSM rally:

"There is a time, when the operations of the machine become
so odious, make you so sick at heart, that you can’t take
part, you can't even tacitly take part. And you've got to

47

'Jacobs and Landau, op. cit., p. 61.
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put your bodies upon the gears and upon the wheels, upon
the levers, upon all the apparatus, and you've got to make
it stop. And you've got to indicate to the people who run
it, to the people who own it, that unless you're free the
machine will be prevented from working at all."

The idea of harnessing the power of the subjective against bureau
cracy for the sake of participatory democracy has striking impli
cations.

The source of discontent is not material depravity but

the way society is organized; the agency of change is the middle
class revolting against the abuses of bureaucracy.

48

Conclusion

Because the Marxist wing of the New Left is yet to be examined,
comprehensive conclusions are not here in order.

However, it is ap

propriate to make more clear, at this point, the logic behind label
ing SNCC, SDS, and FSM the existential New Left.
It is apparent by now that the relationship between the exi
stential humanism— anti-authoritarianism, individual moral rebellion,
and the dignity of the individual— are reflected strongly on the sub
cultural level in the areas of personal motivation and human re
lationships, and to some extent, on the ideological level.
Perhaps most importantly, political issues are viewed as moral
issues to which the individual responds on the basis of committment
to personal morality.

A point is so implicit here that it is easily

missed; because overt class or opinion cleavage is lacking in the U.S.

^^Larry Spence, "Berkeley:
and Gilmore, op. cit., p. 222.

What It Demonstrates," in Miller
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radical activity often cannot be justified, from the standpoint of
the existential activist, by a vision of radical change in the foreseeable future.

49

Thus, an existential ethic of inner directed moral

imperatives must take precedence over the utopian dimension of ideology
as the primary motivation of activists.

In the area of human re

lationships, existential humanism operates as a basis for community.
In short, it functions as a common ethic which binds people together.
The influence of existential humanism on the level of ideology
is more difficult to assess.

Dick Flacks'^ articulating a common

viewpoint wrote:

" . . . we must remain receptive and responsible to the
standards of ’existential humanism,1 as guides for the way
we treat each other and those in our immediate environment,
as criticisms of everything we try to do as political
actors. We must embrace the poet and the saint— but we must
keep a necessary distance from them."

What Flacks is saying, in effect, is that there must be a distinction
between subcultural and political levels of involvement, that exi
stential humanism should function in a limited way as a guide to
thought and action at the political, i.e., ideological level.

Perhaps

such influence is manifest in the respect for the dignity of the in
dividual so apparent in the participatory democracy theme.

The

latter condemns present society for denying individuals partici
pation in social decision-making; it seeks modes of change which

^ T o m Hayden, "The Ability to Take Whatever Comes."
public. CLIV, no. 3. (January 15, 1966) p. 17.

New Re

-*®Dick Flacks, "Some Problems, Issues, Proposals." in Jacobs
and Landau, op. cit., p. 165.
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attempt to involve as many participating individuals as possible; and,
the crux of the vision of the new society is maximum participation
of the individual in decisions of consequence to him.

—

I
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THE MARXIST NEW LEFT;

THE DUBOIS CLUBS, FL, AND YSA

The W.E.B. BuBois^ Clubs of America

After having existed locally at Berkeley, the DuBois Clubs be
came a nationwide socialist youth organization in 1964,
Justice Department labeled the Clubs Communist front,
the CPUSA are more apparent than real.

In 1965, the
but ties with

For although some in the Clubs

are children of long time Communists and ideological agreement exists
on many issues between the two groups, no proof of formal organi
zational ties has been established.
Perhaps the most striking characteristic of the DuBois Clubs are
their ebullience— a central theme is generational revolt.

The latter

theme permeates the Clubs® national magazine, Insurgent, e.g., the
following challenge to the "older generation" (anyone over thirty);

3

"If you think wars are inevitable, then please try just
one thing. Try fighting them with people YOUR age instead

1
"W.E.B. DuBois was an American Negro historian who became a
Communist at age ninety. He wrote many books on American history
and on Negro and African life. He was honored by Kwame Nkrumah,
who awarded him the first citizenship of Ghana. At ninety-two,
Dubois renounced America and went to Ghana, where he died in 1963."
Jacobs and Landau, op. cit., p. 48.
‘T'he night of the very same day Attorney General Katzenbach
made the announcement, the DuBois Clubs' national headquarters in
San Francisco was bombed and severly damaged. No arrest was made,
•^"Maybe It's Time to Protest."
December, 1965) p. 31.

Insurgent. I, no. 5, (November-
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of OUR age for a change. If every country would do that we
don't think there would be any more wars.*1

The emphasis upon generational revolt has as its corollary great at
tention to contemporary youth culture.

As Mike Meyerson, former Clubs

president, said, "The DuBois Clubs are very much a part of, well, the
Pepsi Generation.

We think young.

Accordingly, one finds articles

in the Insurgent exploring the relationship between the "new insur
gency" and the Beatles, the latest fancies of teeny-boppers, etc.
Needless to say, the ideological orientations of the DuBois Clubs
are the most unsophisticated in the New Left.

I

The DuBois Clubs* view of reality stresses the importance of
anti-Communism in American politics.

Red-baiting is seen as the major

deterrent to the efforts of "progressive elements" to forward social
progress.

Unlike the other groups of the New Left, the Clubs label

the radical right as the main enemy.

The right is seen as attempt

ing to take over or at least control the power structure, a complex^
of military, business and governmental elites.
In the economic sphere, heavy criticism is leveled at American
capitalism for being unable to cope with contemporary economic
problems.

The Clubs® indictment follows the traditional socialist

shetoric:

capitalism can't solve the problem of automation because

the workers don*t control the means of production, there is not

^Philip Luce, The New Left.

New York:

McKay, 1966, p. 135.
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sufficient economic planning; the private economy is dependent upon
defense spending and war; free trade (especially with Communist bloc
countries) is not feasible since American business must be protected;
and increasing productivity means an increasing share of the wealth
for the few rather than an economic uplifting of the mass of people.
Finally, the premise of governmental programs dealing with unemploy
ment assumes the unemployed are at fault.
out of work, causes unemployment.

Capitalism, not individuals

The right to a job ought to be a

basic guarantee to every American.
The Negro struggle in the U.S. is perceived as analogous to the
struggles of oppressed people around the world:

5

"Just as men and women in Mississippi have during recent
years stood up and demanded the right to govern their lives,
men and women in Rhodesia have begun to do the same. And
for the nations of the world that call themselves ’demo
cratic* a problem has been posed— the same problem that has
been posed for the people in this country who call them
selves democrats. You are either for self determination
or you are not."

In general, the DuBois Clubs are not greatly concerned about
campus reform.

Comment on the latter usually centers around the

point that anti-Communism is the basis of American education.

The

belief is strong that knowledge in America is structured by the Cold
War.

The thrust of teaching at all levels is toward preservation

of the status quo.

"’"Editorial."

Insurgent, II, no. 1, (January-February, 1966)

p.3.
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A strong although not dogmatic^ Soviet orientation is evident
in the DuBois Clubs in the sphere of international relations.

The

feeling is that the Soviet Union follows a foreign policy aimed at
disarmament, peaceful coexistence, and freedom for all peoples through
out the world.

American foreign policy is seen as motivated by econ

omic factors and unreasoning anti-Communism.

II

In a broad sense, the Clubs* strategy for change have four basic
7
tactics, mass politics, coalition, Marxist theory and no red-baiting.
Unlike other groups of the New Left, the Clubs are permeationist.
The latter orientation results from, in part, the belief that an in
creasing amount of quasi socialist welfare legislation will whet the
appetite of Americans for socialism.

The Clubs coexist with rather

than challenge the power structure by joining with liberal allies
against the radical right.

There is an attempt to infiltrate the

centers of power rather than opposing them directly.

The DuBois

Clubs feel strongly that their reformist strategy is realistic and
not incompatible with a long run program of socialism.

The most

frequent attempts at permeation are comprised of electoral activity
on behalf of progressive candidates.

Often this means working along

with the Young Democrats.

^Recently, the persecution of Soviet writers was heavily crit
icized by Bettina Aptheker, a national Clubs* leader.
7
Jacobs and Landau, op. cit., p, ^9.
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The Clubs believe the best agency of change in the present con
text is a coalition of radical activists, the working class, racial
minorities, and the unemployed.

8

True to their Marxist orientation,

most Clubbers see the working class as the decisive force in the co
alition.

However, it is important to note the respect paid to the

radical potential of left outs, e.g., the unemployed, which would
be termed the lumpen proletariat by traditional Marxists.

Perhaps

this is as good an example as any of how the young Marxists stretch
Marxism to fit contemporary America.
Activists of the Clubs pursue comminity organizing much as those
in SNCC and SDS.

However, several important differences do exist.

For one thing, cultural objectives are not given high priority in
the Clubs’ organizing— 1
'‘the loving community1' is seen as an example
of romanticism.

Secondly, there is no attempt to involve all the

members of the target community.

Emphasis is primarily upon lower

class youth in general and young negroes specifically.
of DuBois Clubs’ community organizing are block parties,
social gatherings.

A trademark

9

teen age

The primary function of community organizing

seems not so much the articulation of the-interests of the poor visa-vis the centers of power as provision of youth with radical social
ist education.
Very recently, there have been signs that a more militant mood

^"Editorial."

Insurgent, I, no. 2, (May-June, 1966) p. 5.

^Jack Newfield likens these to the bowling clubs of Earl Browder
(CPUSA leader of the thirties).
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may prevail in the DuBois Clubs.

Last February, Franklin Alexander,

an intense young Negro, took over the national reigns, and is now
pushing for a new policy, the idea of which is to concentrate activ
ity in one city (probably Chicago). Alexander*® explains it this way

"our concentration policy contends that a major break
through in the black and other minority communities, in
the white working class community, and on the campuses of
one city will solidify and give a national reference for
every Club in the country. Our concentration policy
contends that too little activity has resulted in victory.
This country needs a revolution, let's stop playing
at it."

The concentration policy is necessitated by diminishing member
ship, a shortage of finances, harassment by the FBI, local govern
ment, and private groups.
clude its success.

These same factors will probably pre

Yet the DuBois Clubs seem to remain undaunted.

After the bombing in San Francisco, the Clubs proclaimed, "They can't
stop us . . .we're the people."

11

Ill

The utopian vision of the DuBois Clubs is to say the least, un.
developed.

However, indications of what is hoped for in the future

are evidenced.

First, of course, is socialism:

"We aim at socialism

where so few control in their own interests at the expense of many;

*®Franklin Alexander, "Telling Like It Is."
no. 1 (January-February, 1967) p. 19,
**"Why This Attack."

Insurgent. Ill,

Insurgent. II, no. 2, (March-April, I966)

p.l.
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where property and machinery are the servants of all.11

Equally

important to the DuBois Clubs* members is participatory democracy:

13

'•Our goal is creation of a truly democratic society. That
means real people, equipped with knowledge, making real
decisions that affect their lives;
or, "We demand no more
than that people determine their own destiny— real demo
cracy."

Regardless of what the Clubs* detractors say, the DuBois Clubs call
for "real democracy" places them well within the New Left tradition.

The Progressive Labor Party (PL)

In 1962, the Soviet oriented CPUSA expelled twenty five follow
ers of the pro Chinese "Albanian Line."

This group went on to form

the Chinese oriented Progressive Labor Party.
PL's brand of Communism is Marxism-Leninism.

The magnetic center of
The latter's scientific

nature is seen as making it the best possible means for analyzing
and changing America.

I

PL's ideological orientations exhibit relatively little in
fluence by Mills’ theory of the power elite.

Piers believe that "The

*^"A New Magazine."

Insurgent. I, no. 1, (March-April, 1965)

*2"a New Magazine."

op. cit., p. 2.

p. 2.

il ,

"Editorial."

Insurgent, I, no. 2, (May-June, 1965) p. 3.
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state is the ruling arm of the capitalist c l a s s . T h u s ,

the U.S.

is not ruled by a tripartite political, military, and business elite,
but rather by the business elite alone, the "lackeys" of which are
government and military elites.

The props of the hegemony of the

ruling capitalist class are imperialism, anti-Communism, racism,
bribery, anti-labor legislation, and collaborationist labor leadership.

16

Rule is maintained by " . . . dividing and silencing people

at home and shooting people a b r o a d . T h e point to be emphasized
here is that PL argues that ultimately all public policy is trace
able to the ruling class' drive for more wealth,
PL stresses strongly the role of imperialism in maintaining
capitalism and therefore the power of the ruling class.

Imperialism

is defined by PL as basically the effort of the U.S. to stave off
socialism and national liberation abroad, and to economically ex
ploit foreign nations.
eyes of the capitalists;

Imperialism has several advantages in the
it allows vast war expenditure and thus

vast profits for the private sector of the economy; it "conquers"
territory which can be exploited for high investment return; and, it
enables the ruling class to export exploitation.

The overall strategy

of the U.S. imperialists in relation to underdeveloped countries is
to convince the latter that defense by the socialist camp is not

*5"Here We Stand."

Marxist-Leninist Quarterly. I, no. 1. p. 7.

*^Milton Rosen, "U.S. Workers; Force for Revolution."
Leninist Quarterly, I, no. 2, p. 48.
17

Marxist-

"Here We Stand." op. cit., p. 6.
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feasible.

In Western Europe, an attempt is made to maintain a crisis

atmosphere, to convince the area that American defense is vital to its
survival.

This insures a pro American climate which facilitates in

vestment in and exploitation of the area.
PL theorizes that the U.S. is presently in the process of pursu
ing an "imperialist counteroffensive."
attack:

The latter is a six pronged

in Southeast Asia, the goal is to hold the line, to limit

China’s sphere of influence; in Africa, the U.S. is attempting to
achieve balkanization with the aim of creating a great number of small
states ruled by bourgeois elites who will accommodate U.S. imperialism;
the U.S. anti-Cuban policy seeks to thwart socialism in this hemi
sphere— if the Cuban example is followed throughout Latin America, U.S.
capitalists will lose billions; in the Middle East, the U.S. is at
tempting to stabilize the area for oil imperialism through such tactics
as balkanization, shows of force, imposition of collaborationist
regimes, and assassination of radicals (PL believes these tactics are
employed by the U.S. throughout the third world); the U.S. China policy
aims at forcing China to spend much needed capital on defense, e.g.,
by keeping Chiang Kai Shek armed, and pursuing war in Vietnam, to
insure that the advance of the Chinese people is slowed down; finally,
the U.S. utilizes the U.N. to advance its imperialist policies.

19

Despite the imperialist counteroffensive, PL believes that the

18«The Counteroffensive of U.S. Imperialism."
Quarterly. I, no. 2, p. 12.

Marxist-Leninist

*%o c . cit., pp. 15-18.

R ep ro d u ced with p erm ission o f the copyright ow ner. Further reproduction prohibited without p erm ission.

U.S. is losing its international struggle with Communism.

"The

lesson of the postwar era is the invincibility of the socialist camp
when it is united in a program of class struggle. . . . "

20

On the domestic front PL views all dissent as class oriented.
Discontent arising from poverty is seen as a manifestation of capit
alism* s inability to provide primary economic necessities to all.

The

poor along with service workers comprise the most disatisfied elements
of the "working class" (again, like other groups, PL includes non
proletarian elements in a "new proletariat").
per cent of the working class are unorganized,

PL believes that 75

21

and that those who

are in unions are dissatisfied with the existing labor leadership.
Furthermore, automation is putting 40,000 a week out of work.

22

The

discontent of the working class is growing daily.

Negroes are seen as the most dissatisfied element of the working
class because, as victims of racism, Negroes are subject to extreme
exploitation— "Racism means tens of billions in profits to the white
23
ruling class."

The government is attempting to slow down the Negro

revolution because its success would mean lower profits for business.
In sum, PL views the Negro struggle as class struggle.
The student and peace movements are perceived by PL as allies

2®loc. cit., p. 12.
^"Perspectives from the Left." in Jacobs and Landau, op. cit.,
p. 185.
22Rosen, op. lit., p. 40.
2\ o e . cit., p. 57.
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of the working class.

The basic demands of these,“university reform

and an end to war, are really demands for socialism because capitalism
is the source of campus trouble and war.
In sum, two major related crises presently face the ruling class?
the crisis of capitalism vis-a-vis socialism in the international
sphere; and, the domestic crisis arising from growing discontent on
the part of the working class and its allies.

These crises are re

lated because the more the ruling class fails to achieve it imperialist
objectives, the more it will be unable to export exploitation.

In

creased exploitation of the domestic labor force will be necessary to
maintain profit levels with the result being that an already consider
able discontent among workers will be magnified.

In short, the two

crises facing the railing class will culminate in a revolutionary
situation in the U.S.

This development will, in the PL view, create

still another crisis, a crisis in leadership of the revolution.

So,

as the U.S. moves inexorably toward the millenium, PL is devising a
Marxist-Leninist strategy to insure that the revolution takes the
right path.

II

Central to the PL strategy is a vanguard party:

24

“Our aim is to win advanced fighters in the labor, Negro,
peace, student, and other movements to independent socialist
activity and particularily a vanguard Leninist party that can
lead millions in mass movements against imperialism.1
1

^•'Here We Stand.1* op. cit., p. 13.
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PL's strategic concepts are presently tenative, i.e., substantive
action has not been taken toward their achievement except for a limit
ed amount of community organizing, some demonstration, marches, etc.
Thus, for the most part, the following describes what PL thinks should
be done rather than what it is doing.
PL's vanguard party is to be comprised of leaders of labor, Negro,
student, and peace movements.
and specific in nature:

This vanguard makes appeals both general

general demands aim at building a united front

of dissatisfied elements; specific demands would be tailored to the
discontent of the given constituency (issue politics).2-* In other
words, there are separate strategies for building a united front and
building movements on separate fronts.
The general drive for a united front has its basis, constant
advocacy of socialsim.

This includes not only the traditional demand

for reallocation of wealth and power, but also inculcation of certain
tenets of Marxism-Leninism, most notably the idea of the class nature
of the state.

Republicans and Democrats would be presented as agencies

of the ruling class.

Thus, major emphasis is given to the establish

ment rather than the radical right as the main enemy— "The ultra
right should not be underestimated but its open opposition to all
things progressive and its contempt for the urban masses reduce its
chances for success."^

25»«strategic Concepts."
2, p. 5.

Marxist-Leninist Quarterly. II, no.

26loc. cit., p. 4.
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PL's strategy for organizing labor centers around transforming
economic issues into political ones, e.g., higher wages through work
er ownership of the means of production.
labor has not lost its radical potential.

PL believes strongly that
The problem is a collabo

rationist labor leadership which is unrepresentative of the mass of
union members.

A primary tactic for transforming labor into a radi-

cal agency is creation of intra and inter-union counter institutions
to supplant existing corrupt ones.

In existing unions, rank and file

caucuses are to take over and pursue independent political action
advocating socialism.

The unemployed and unorganized would be organ

ized into a new federation of labor for the same purpose.
On the Negro front, effort would be directed toward making clear
that racism is a class problem.

Negroes are to form political counter

institutions, and self-defense organizations.

The creation of an

economic base is achieved by Negroes seizing land and factories.
Because, " . . .

the Negro masses have instinctively grasped the re

lationship between their own oppression and foreign oppression of im27
perialism,"
black nationalism is of great help in organizing Negroes.
The peace movement, students, and intellectuals are the allies
of the working class.

The peace movement should adopt as its basic

reference point a theme of anti-imperialism.

Students should work

at exposing university administrators as agents of the ruling class.
Intellectuals should write from a socialist perspective.

2?"Racism: the Achilles Heel of U.S. Imperialism."
Leninist Quarterly. I, no. 2, p. 5.

Marxist-
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PL strategy for change calls for an all out attack on the ruling
class by a united front led by Marxist-Leninist professionals.

On

28
the question of violence which might arise, PL takes this stands

"American Leninists do not advocate violent revolution;
they do advocate the revolutionary transfer of power from
the few to the many and warn the working class that the
capitalists will probably resort to violence, fraud, and
civil war to prevent a peaceful transfer of power."

Although it is incorrect to say, as some have, that PL is preoccu
pied with violence, there are signs that attention is given to the
possibility of guerilla warfare.

Last year FLers were caught hauling

guns to striking miners in Hazard, Kentucky.

More recently, the New

York police discovered a store of weapons in the possession of PL's
Harlem based organization, the Revolutionary Action Movement (RAM).
PL has paid dearly for such activities.

According to leader Milt

Rosen, over eighty of the vanguard are presently serving sentences
in U.S. jails and prisons.

A second indication of PL's penchant

for gueri3_la warfare is the attention given to its tactics and
strategy in PL publications.

29

A few FLers have received a limited

amount of training in Cuba,
It is important to note that PL, like other New Left groups
follows a strategy of left opposition.

PL labels permeationism,

revisionism and claims the latter is based on false premises:

^ " Here We Stand."

29

that

op. cit., p. 7.

For example, Ernesto Che Guevara, "Guerilla Warfare:
Marxist-Leninist Quarterly. II, no. 1, p. 91.

a Means."
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the state is above class struggle and acts as a mediator; and, that
the transfer of power to the working class can be achieved by parlia
mentary means.

These premises are incorrect because they " . . . assume

self liquidation of the capitalist social and economic system by the
capitalist."-^

"Imperialists cannot be enlightened.

Such a path

3i

contradicts scientific socialism."^

Ill

PL’s strong power orientation is reflected in its hopes for the
future:

"The ultimate revolutionary demand is the demand for a

government by working people . . .
armed workers,"

32

a revolutionary dictatorship of

A workers’ state would have as its main attributes,

working class ownership of all factories and land, and planned pro
duction and distribution.

In sum, "America’s working people will

have security, democracy, equality, and peace only when a socialist system replaces the present capitalist system."

33

The Young Socialist Alliance (YSA)

Last on the list of New Left groups studied is the Trotskyist
Young Socialist Alliance (nicknamed the "Trots" by many New Leftists).

30»The Counteroffensive of U.S. Imperialism." op. cit., p. 25.

3*"Here We Stand." op. cit., p. 9.
^••perspectives from the Left."
33»statement of Principles."
no.

op. cit., p. 182.

Marxist-Leninist Quarterly. II

2, p. 1.
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YSA is the youth division of the Socialist Workers Party (SWP).

Thus,

it is the only New Left group formally affiliated with the "sectarian
left."

However, this point should not be overemphasized because YSA

blends New Left themes into its Trotskyism.

Another distinctive

feature of YSA is its lack of orientation toward an existing social
ist state except Cuba.

PL's China and the DuBois Clubs* Soviet Union

are condemned as traitors of the Marxist tradition.

The strong anti-

Soviet and Chinese feeling is in part due to the fact that the two
major Communist powers treat Trotskyism as heresy.

I

YSA*s general view of American reality is typically Marxist.
The economy is one of monopoly capitalism, a small elite of capital
ists comprise the true center of power in the U.S.

The bureau

cratization and militarization of American life is " . , . reflection
of the very real fact that the international and domestic needs of
the ruling class in this country require an extended governmental
T/ l

bureaucracy and the largest military organization in world history."-^
This statement points to YSA's penchant to blame everything on the
"system."

YSA, although exhibiting a strong anti-bureaucratic strain,

does not accept the theory that bureaucracy is endemic to modern
societies.

Rather it is caused by capitalism.

The same is true of

all major social problems, racism, poverty, war, etc.

^ D o u g Jenness, "Socialism and the New Radicals."
ist, IX, no. 9, (May-June-July, 1966) p. 13.

The problems

Young Social-
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of America can be confronted and solved only when socialism supplants
the present system.
A central theme of YSA ideological orientations is Trotsky's
theory of permanent revolution, the idea that ” . . . Marxist parties
everywhere should press toward revolution,”-^

An observation by

Jacobs and Landau on the great attention given to the possibility
of socialist revolution in America is especially applicable to YSA:

"Every contemporary event is weighed on the socialistcapitalist balance scale, on a worldwide basis. A bomber
shot down in Vietnam, a race riot in Los Angeles, a water
shortage in New York, . . . all point to the inevitable
fall of capitalism and triumph of socialism.”

YSA's revolutionary perspective structures its view of potential
agencies in the present context.

The working class, composed of labor

and the unemployed (but not Negroes) is seen as highly discontented.
YSAers give great importance to strikes, especially those of a wild
cat nature.

Strikes are political as well as economic; workers are

seeking not only more benefits but also protesting against the system.
Oppression and exploitation are relative.

Even though most workers

have a comfortable living, they are still dissatisfied because the
capitalist drives a Cadillac.
onism, the basis of revolution.

Such differences create class antag
Thus, in eyes of YSA, the American

working class has the potential for being a radical agency.

The

-^Herbert McClosky and John E. Turner, The Soviet Dictatorship.
New York: McGraw-Hill, I960, p. 57.
-^Jacobs and Landau, op. cit., p. 57.
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reasons why it isn’t are:

anti-labor government which thwarts polit

ical action on the part of the working class; biased media controlled
by the ruling class; and collaborationist labor leadership of bour
geois orientation.
such obstacles.

Yet, there are signs that labor may overcome

A YSA leader wrote in regard to the recent New York

transit workers strike:

’’Despite the Meanys and Reuthers, the Johnsons

and Lindsays, and the banks and publishers, the transit workers won
and in doing so set a militant precedent . . . ”

37

The Negro struggle, although against the same evils which the
working class is fighting, is seen as an independent movement.

YSA

views Negroes as an internal colonial-like minority fighting white
imperialism.

The Negro movement thus parallels the drives for national

liberations going on in the third world.

The Negro revolution is

part and parcel of the ’’world in revolution.”

II

The central theme of YSA’s strategy for change revolves around
electoral left opposition in the form of the SWP.

The basic thrust

is of course to give America an alternative to capitalism on the ballot.
Accordingly, YSA activity is comprised mainly of campaigning for the
SWP.

Nevertheless, YSA does pursue other forms of left opposition,

e.g., peace marches, demonstrations, etc.

Recently, Indiana Universi

ty based YSAers led a movement against state witch hunting laws.

^^Mary-Alice Styron, "The New York Transit Strike: the Rank and
File Fights.” Young Socialist. IX, no.
(March-April, 1966) p. 17.

k,
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Because "the contradictions of capitalism will inevitably create
a revolutionary movement,"-^ YSA is convinced that Americans will
someday vote the SWP into power.
will include:

The building of an SWP majority

(1) creation of left opposition on several fronts;

(2) breakup of the Democratic Party’s coalition; (3) establishment
of a new coalition, socialist and SWP led.

YSA believes that the

first stage is well under way, especially among Negroes.

It is

elated by the development of black panther parties; the latter may
be the straw which breaks the Democratic Party*s back.

In the short

run, Republicans will benefit, but the intervening dose of Republican
rule will only serve to push the population, especially the workers,
toward the SWP.
Since the Negro struggle is seen as one of national liberation,
YSA believes a Negro movement must have as its theme black national
ism,

For this reason, YSA believes that Malcolm X was pursuing an

effective course, the white ruling class had him assassinated.

But

death did not kill Malcolm X*s ideas; SNCC has taken up where he
left off.

YSA views the black power program, with its emphasis upon

racial pride, independent black political action, advocacy of selfdefense, etc., as the legacy of Malcolm X.

YSA assumes that a black

nationalist movement will turn to socialism, just as movements of
national liberation abroad have.
YSA, like other New Left groups, perceives the Vietnam anti-war

Jenness, op. cit., p. 26.
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movement not only as a means to end the war but also as a potential
radical agency for socialist revolution.

Its anti-war strategy differs

somewhat from other groups in that it does not want to lay primary
emphasis upon anti-draft activity.

Instead a united front called

the “Bring the Troops Home Movement,” is being organized.

The main

aim of the movement is to force the government to withdraw from Viet
nam rather than to pressure it into negotiating with the NFL.

Tactics

include agitation among troops to convince recruits not to serve, and
mass demonstrations demanding withdrawal.

Ill

The utopian dimension of YSA thought stresses the direct relationship of socialism and participatory democracy:

39

"Participation in politics for us means participation in
the struggle to end the system of inequality and insecur
ity under which we live, that system called capitalism,
which places enormous political and social power in the
hands of the tiny minority who own and control the economy.
Our aim is to replace this system with a socialist organ
ization of society, by which we mean the most profound
and widespread democracy in all aspects of economic and
political and cultural life. If it is not to be a
Utopian dream, democracy can only be based upon a nation
alized and planned economy controlled and administered
by the working people.”

In sum, YSA’s vision of PD has a strong socialist dimension, but a
basic goal is true democracy.

39

"Introducing the Young Socialist Alliance.”
VIII, no. 1, (October, 1964) p. 12.

Young Socialist.
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CONCLUSION

The tendency of observers of the New Left is to avoid the questions
of ideological agreement and disagreement among New Left groups.

The

consensus seems to be that ideological choas reigns, and therefore,
a systematic comparative analysis is impossible.
The contention here is that the pundits confuse choas with dis
order.

The ideological orientations of the New Left can fruitfully

be explored from a comparative perspective.

Accordingly, an attempt

will be made to examine the key categories of New Left thought with
the aim of providing some insight into the relative agreement among
the groups.

Perhaps the overriding consideration of this analysis

will be the possibility, especially from the standpoint of ideology,
of the New Left being a concerted rather than a fragmented movement
for radical change.

Comparison of Key Categories

Elitism

A main theme of the New Left as a whole is the present lack of
democracy in American life.

The U.S. is ruled by an elite, and there

is little or no linkage between it and the people.

However, the origin

and nature of elite rule are perceived differently.
The existential New Left, and the DuBois Clubs to a lesser extent
believe elite rule to be a function of the bureaucratization of Ameri
can life.

Bureaucracy is seen as a trend of the age, resulting from
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a number of factors, e.g., technological development, and the decline
of democratic community as an ideal, etc.

It is not necessarily the

result of a concerted conspiratorial design achieved by those who use
bureaucracy to manipulate and control individuals, although it does
serve these functions.

Because bureaucracy structures all social

decision-making, the problem

or bureaucracy

all issues, especially campus reform.

is in the background of

A key assumption here is that

if those affected by decisions were allowed to make them instead of
bureaucrats, the dominant problems of the U.S., e.g., war, poverty,
racism, etc., could be resolved.
PL and YSA have a much narrower, economic deterministic view of
elitism.

The latter originates out of the economic system of capital

ism which enables a small number of greedy capitalists to control
the country.

Bureaucracies are simply an extension of the ruling

class* hegemonic apparatus.

Poverty and Racism

In general, the New Left sees poverty and racism as evolving out
of the economic and political structure of the U.S.

Needless to say,

the indictment of capitalism is stronger among the Marxists.

This

accounts for differences in emphasis in the way various groups per
ceive and react to these problems.

YSA, PL, and the DuBois Clubs

are equity oriented; the plight of Negroes and the poor in general
is disturbing because they do not receive their fair share of societal
wealth.

This also bothers the existential New Left, but their concern

has a strong cultural dimension.

SNCC and SDS give high priority to
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improving the quality of life among the poor.

The acquisition of

goods is almost a secondary consideration,

War
The themes of New Left interpretations as to why the U.S. gets
involved in Vietnam type wars center around elitism.
war for a variety of reasons.

Elites pursue

First, the Marxists, and to a lesser

extent SDS, stress the economic benefits of war to the powerful.
Secondly, war aids the elite politically by stopping socialism abroad,
and thereby maintaining the present international status quo.

In this

view, America is the reactionary political force in the world.

Thirdly,

the New Left believes that elite pursuit of war is often a function
of unreasoning anti-Communism.

Finally, SNCC5s anti-war rhetoric

manifests racial overtones.

Liberalism

Except for the DuBois Clubs, liberalism is rejected by the New
Left.

Its prescriptions for rectifying injustice, and reform object

ives are seen as practically totally inadequate.

Furthermore, liberal

ism is seen as the ideology of justification for elite rule.

Because

liberals, in effect, reject the notion that individuals are capable
of making their own decisions, they posit society which is at best
paternalistic, at worst, fascistic.

Anti-Communism

The New Left refuses to be anti-Communist.

Beside the fact that
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most in the Movement feel that anti-Communism has lost all rational
content, there is general agreement that it is employed domestically
to thwart all radical movements, and internationally to justify imper
ialism,

Marxists have an added dimension to their anti-anti-Communism

because, in certain respects, they are partisans of Communism.

Strategies for Change

With the partial exception of the DuBois Clubs, all New Left
groups follow a path of left opposition.

The decision has been made

to create counter centers of power rather than attempt to infiltrate
the liberal establishment.
enemy to radical change.

The latter of course is viewed as the real
The nature of left opposition formed by the

various groups is similar in some respects.

All groups attempt to

create and maintain counter communities and/or institutions which act
as media of left opposition.
people vary.

The programmatic bases for organizing

The Marxists stress socialism while SNCC and SDS attempt

to organize around a program the people themselves have decided upon.
The New Left rejects violence as a means to radical change in varying
degrees, unless violence is defensive.

Agencies of Change

The New Left has come up with a "new proletariat" composed of
labor, the poor, students, and Negroes.

The latter as seen as presently

the most discontented element in the U.S., and the black power program
of independent Negro political action is supported throughout the move
ment.

The relative emphasis given to each agency varies among the
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groups.

The Marxists believe that labor must play a crucial role in

the new proletariat because of its capability for disruption of the
economic structure.

Those in the existential New Left ignore labor

in favor of Negroes, the poor, and students.

The acceptance of the

"labor metaphysic," the idea that radical change is impossible with
out a dominant role being played by the working class, by one wing and
its rejection by the other, is a most crucial difference.

Community

The ideal of community, " . . .

that the basis for a viable

society is not the protection of each man from his neighbor, who with
out restraint would be his enemy and destroy him for his own ends,
but rather a shared humanity and mutual respect for each other,
is widely held in the New Left.

SNCC, SDS, and FSM, because of their

stronger cultural orientation, place greater emphasis upon community.
The basis of their communitarian ethic is existential humanism while
the Marxists rely on the traditional ideal of socialist solidarity.

Participatory Democracy and Socialism

PD dominates the thought of the existential New Left on all issues
it is the other side of the coin of elitism.

In these groups it oper

ates as both a mode of left opposition and an ideal to be achieved.
SNCC and SDS, in effect, see socialism as a function of participatory

1

Gerald Rosenfield, "Generational Revolt and the Free Speech
Movement." in Jacobs and Landau, op. cit., p. 214.
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democracy, i.e., the means of production must be nowned" by workers if
individuals are to control their work environment.

In the Marxist

New Left, the relationship between socialism and PD is reversed.

Social

ism is given highest priority and is viewed as a prerequisite of PD.

Overall Goals

The goals of the New Left fall generally into five areas:

great

er individual participation in social decision-making; racial equality;
redistribution of societal wealth and power; improved quality of life,
i.e., culture; and, foreign policy based upon the right of self de
termination.

Summary

In summary, with few exceptions, e.g., divergence over the effi
cacy of the labor metaphysic, real ideological contradictions are lack
ing in the New Left.

However to provide a more balanced view, it is

important to note various divisive factors within the Movement.

For

one thing, although ideological orientations seldom are contradictory,
there are important differences in their nature, emphasis and order of
priorities.

Another very significant factor is the existence of dis

tinct group subcultures.

Each group has an aura or '’feel” about it

that, although hard to describe, is very real to the activists of the
group.

For example, PL has the air of a nineteenth century revolution

ary organization, SDS operates in a freeswinging anarchistic milieu,
etc.

Thirdly, in general, the Marxists are far more power oriented

than those of the existential New Left,

The reason behind this is the
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Marxist's optimism that the U.S. will someday be socialist.

SNCC,

SDS, and FSM are not so sure that ideals will triumph, and there
fore, need readily fulfilled cultural objectives, e.g., creation of
community in slums organizing, to sustain them.

Fourthly, the Marx

ists place more importance upon ideology in the traditional sense.
Two quotes, the first by a FLer and the second by an SDS activist
illustrate this well:

(PL)2 'While we share the same reasons for

political involvement as SDS and all the new left groups . . . we
have adopted a realistic means of changing society.

To make a revo

lution in the U.S., you can't be just good guys who want to relate

3
to people.

You need a correct analysis;* (SDS)

'We don't need a

blueprint, we just have to continue making analysis and acting upon
it.'

Finally, PL, YSA, and the DuBois Clubs are often divided by

the sectarian disputes which comprise their heritage.

PL will label

the DuBois Clubs "revisionists," YSA may call PL "traitors to the
revolution," etc.
The foregoing has shown that both cohesive and divisive forces
are operating within the New Left.

In General, it appears that

enough agreement exists to insure the continuence of the present
practice of groups working together on an ad hoc basis.

Unity will

probably not progress beyond this point.

^Jacobs and Landau, op. cit., p. 46.
5John Green, "Campus Left— 196?: Asking Old Questions with
New Dialectic." The Detroit News Sunday Magazine (June 25, 1967)
p. 21.
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A Speculative Conclusion to the Conclusion

What place will the New Left occupy in American history?

Will

it become part of the liberal mainstream, “sucked into a Kennedy
movement,1' as some New Leftists fear?
society,“a prophetic minority?"

Is it the progenitor of a new

Or is it an oddity of the period,

doomed to oblivion?
It is highly unlikely that the New Left will be seduced into the
liberal mainstream.

Its strategy for change, left opposition, pre

cludes cooperation with the establishment.

The effort is toward crem 

ating new centers of power counter to the prevailing ones.

The goal

is organization of the powerless, not infiltration of the powerful.
The relationship between the New Left and the liberal mainstream will
likely remain as it is today.

The Movement will continue to drama

tize issues and in some instances force elite action.

However, such

action will not take the form the New Left desires to a significant
extent because New Left solutions demand structural changes which
liberals will not contemplate.

In sum, the New Left will not accept

liberalism as an ideology, and the liberal establishment will continue
to reject the new radicalism.
A second possibility is that the New Left will change the course
of history; its ideals may comprise the bases of future American so
ciety.

The potential success of the New Left is in large measure

dependent upon the objective validity of its analyses and strategies
for change, and the popular efficacy of its goals.

The New Left

generally argues that America is an elite ruled mass society, that
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change can be wrought by a left opposition of left outs, and that
society ought to be a decentralized, socialist one.

First, without

going into an extended discussion of New Left theories of elitism
vis-a-vis prevailing pluralist theories, it is unlikely that elitism
pervades American society to the extent that New Leftists believe.
At least the vast majority of American political scientists would
argue so.

Secondly, the New Left's new proletariat, a melange of

left outs, even if politicalized to a revolutionary pitch, cannot
radically change America alone simply because they comprise a minority.
This means that the Movement must capture the support of a mass of
contented Americans who presently pursue no radical claims.

However,

one might argue, as few New Leftists have, that the America of
Jefferson, the Populists, and IfJobblies, now latent, might awaken to
the call of participatory democracy and socialism.
this occuring are slim.

The chances of

The middle class (and that means most of the

"working class") would have to respond to ideals rather than interest.
Such an occurrence, as traditional Marxists point out, is impossible
because the bases of successful movements have always been economic
depravity and political oppression.

The latter two are not likely

to appear on the American landscape in sufficient intensity to cause
middle class revolt.

Furthermore, despite its democratic heritage,

there are strong reasons to believe that middle class America would
not be taken with the ideals of participatory democracy.

Americans

are among the most politically apathetic citizens of the modern world.
Tocqueville pointed out long ago, the American's preference for a
privatized life and his lack of enthusiasm for public affairs
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4
(individualism).
character.

The latter is still a basic trait of the American

Finally, there is indication that Americans have few qualms

about relinquishing control over their lives to bureaucrats.

At

present, the ideology of social science, that government is the province
of experts (technocracy) is ascendent.
The third possible destiny for the New Left is that of most social
movements, oblivion.

This is the most logical fate for the New Left.

Maybe a century from now the Movement will be a historical footnote—
perhaps as a last romantic stand for the dignity of the individual.
But then, history has a way of being illogical.

Sixty years ago, almost

everyone who knew about them thought the Bolsheviks would be a footnote
too.

4

Alexis De Tocqueville, Democracy in America.
1965, p. 193.

New York:
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